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His Little one contain 
mngfo frofitfibk andfc 
wifi inftm&tom for , 
wanhind to arrive at the Cfi*\ 
lie of perfection, and fofdcifo 
meamstoattaimetern^f^^ 
wty , that j 'deeme mtlofttimp 
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ibe two months fpent intrant* 
Idt'mg it j to the end that all 
JBnglifh might participate of 
the Authours and my intenti* 
6n , which is mofl charitably , 
and with ardent affe3ion> to 
procure for all,tbebappynes of 
ever lafting Blifle, which in* 
fattiUy may begained by the 
ea(k practice of that which is 
cotnprebendedintheje feu lean 
*ves- But I dare not prefume 
to publish this without your la* 
dy ships benigne affording me 
the favour of permiting this to 
beshekrtd vnder the charita- 
ble Protection of your lady- 
ships Patronising itj which f 

hnw- 



■ - 

humbly be feech you to grant 
me; for then J shall be confir 
I dent that my labour , though 
ill performed , in tranflating 
ittmll be fo acceptable vnto 
many , that they willreade it, 
* and by doeingjo , I hope they 
wttreape thebenefitt my heart 
de fires them all) Jpeciallythofi 
Angelical/ and religiousjpow- 
fes of Iefus Chrift, who. are fo 
happy as tohaveyour ladyfhtf 
their Superior > and the whole 
world their Jdmirorsyfor their 
exemplar and pious li ves they 
I leade vnderyour ladyships far 
| ge and fweet ConduB. Par* 
# dm Madam my holdenes 7 and 
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accept of my endeavors to fer- 
ye you , and your ladyship 
mil exceedingly agrandi%e 
the obligation J have, togkh 
riein being 
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Your ladyships humbleft 
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A SHORT, FACILE 1 

AND ASSURED ME ANES 

TO BE SAVED. 




THINKE WELL ON If 

\4ncccjfary jidvzrttfm<nt. 

E a re Soules ranfoir- 
ned with the blood! of 
the Bonn of God Iescis 
Christ, and who are 
fo advantagrousfy en- 
dued/ with reafoii , To 
ctfvinly illuminated with the light of 
Faith, and lb powerfully folicited witk 
the infpirations of the Holy Ghoft. 
Have yee never wel cmjfiere&l 
Rom whence proceedes that Matt 
being created of nothing* and jtiad£ 
according vnto the Image andlikenfcsolf 
the Soon of God,andfor a certaine tinii 
placed in this world : not to heape v|i 
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riches, to take his pleafures, and to rtinn 
after honors ■> but only to love, ferve, 1 
and pray (e his Creator in this tranfitory ' 
life, to the end to enjoy in the other an 
Iiappy eternity. From whence comes it, 
iay I, that after this fignall favour , Man < 
• ft) ill thinkes on that which he is to per- 
forate here below, that it may be juftly 
written on his forehead , the Epitaph 
which was engraven on the Tp'mbe of 
a fervant of the Duke of Burgundie. 

Here lyes William Party , of this good 
ptthf Secretary j he is departed this world , ) 
Without knowing what he comet* U. 

O ftupiditie altogethere ineffable, 
and vnworthy of all indued with never 
to little judgment. 

Have ycc never ml confident* 

HO w it can be poflible,God having 
given fo many meanes vnto Man 
to arrive vnto his end, and hath produ- 
ced creatures , who all cry out fumcient- < j - 
ty lowd, Learne, Render, Proceed. Learne, y 
hy how many benefits God oblige? j 
thee. Render him infinit thanks , Jot j 

what 



Or Tbinke well on it. 9 
what thou receave. Proceed, tolovc him 
to ferve and to honor him. In this is his 
great defigne, andneverthelefle almoft 
all men imploy themfelves on Creatures 
O Brutality. 

Have yee never well conf deredt 

HOvv the only begotten Sonn of 
Almighty God perceaving that all 
the innumerable benefits of his eternajl 
Father, which are Co many beames pro- 
ceeding from his amorous andbounte- 
full efience are notable to enlighten 
mens Hearts with the flames of his divi- 
ne love, is become Man , to anembfe 
all thefe benefits and threafiires, within 
his ftcred humanity , and by it making 
them to diftil into the Hearts of meh y 
he may inflame them with a moit ardent 
love of the Divinity 5 as we fee , funn 
beames are not of them felvcs able to fi- 
re fiaxe,but if they pafle throtigji a chry- 
ftall, they prefently reduce it into ashes 
but Alas thefe miferable Hearts are pfa 
ferrotherdifpofition then Flaxe, they 
f are colder, then marble , morehardjhe'ti 
-A a v fteele, 
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ifceefei they are not heated with all thefc 
amorous inventions , they are not mo- 
lifyed with all thefe divine fires. O ii> 
ffernall coldenes. 

Have yee never wel confident ? 

HOw the adorable Sonn of God 
hath hidden the brightnes of his iri- 
finit Majefty vnder the grofe vayle of 
our infirmity, for so accomodate him 
felf vnto the feebienes of ourseces: How 
he is become Man, for to make vs love 
in the vnionofour propre fleih , that 
which we knew not to affect in theonly 
Divinity; How he makes him felf our 
companion in this p ilgrimage , for to 
reduce vs vnto the true and good way , 
which we have loft , trafing by all his 
actions the fteps which we ought to tre- 
ad, forto fyit our felves : How he 
jhath shed all his blood on the Crofle 
. for to wash pur filth, and to afford vs a 
vermillion which all Paradife admires. 
. Yett not with landing we mifprifc 
, this pretious bath, loving rather to re- 
. inayne in our ordeurs? wee fly and shun 
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die Company of I e s u s, for to follow 
that of thedivell. In a word, we will nod 
love God , do what he can. O ingrati- 
tude worfe then brutal! ; O malice molt 
diabolicall. 

Have yee never weUeonJtAereii 

I %, confldered once as yee oughts 
From whence that a Chriftian foul f 
which the Holy Ghoft preferves with 
fo much care with in the bofoome of 
his deare Efpoufe the holy Catholike 
Church , nourish it fo royally with the 
divine Sacraments , and fo amouroiifly 
conducts it with holy infpirations , in-"' 
ftrucTs it fo charitably by his Preachers y 
and lb many good and pious bookes , 
incourages it lb powerfully with fomany 
eminent examples of Saincls who have 
paffed the fame way : and yett ( a moft- 
ftrange thing) this poore foul finds her 
felf in a lamentable condition, wholy 
weary, languishing , vndone and often; 
even dead. 

O moft deplorable misfortune not: 
withafew watery tcares^tut with great' 

tor- 
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jorrents of blood, to fee man, the lively 
image of God the favorite of Heaven , 
the cheete workanshipe of grace welt 
furnifled withreafonj enlightned with 
feith, regaled with the Sacraments, for-, 
tefyed with grace, cherished withinfpi- 
rations , to be more feeble and tepide , 
to raile him felf, and march towards 
his end, to acknow ledge his foveraigne 
Lord tp; procure his true felicity , then 
are thedulleft beafts and the moft infcn- 
fible creatures. This is the great miffortu 
»e which God reprehends the foul with 
all, by the Prophite. The pxe with all 
his ftupidity , ( faith he ) knowes his 
inafterj the Aue more grofle, runs vnto 
the ftable of him who nurisheth him $ 
Ifarell only makes no account of me r 
W p eo pJ e only apprehends not . vnto 
what end, I have placed them in the 
world > my only Children knOwes not 
the fingulare care I have of them ; And 
in a notjjer place , he complains with, 
gr^atii)4!gnation. Who is more blind 
then he ijifeo fcrvesme, who is more* 

deafe 



Or Think? wel! on it. Ij 
deafe then he vnto whom Ifpeake by 
my. Embafladeurs , who is lefle rea- 
fonable then he , vnto whom foly I 
have given reafon. 

. But, what would yee thinke of ft 
Child, which a potent Monarch should 
finde lying in the durt , and haviug ad- 
optated him for his fonrj, should fend 
him for a certayne time in to a remo- 
te country, to the end that with a little 
.labour and with great affiftance , he 
might heape vp trealures there to be di£_ 
couered , with which he might gayne a 
fiorishing kingdome , and make him 
felf in a manner equal! and coheire with 
the Jegitimat fonn of this Prince ; if this 
ynfbrtunate Child , in lieu of fearching 
after this treafure should confume the 
mornings in fleep , and fpend the reft 
of his time in play and debaucbery,or td 
run after Butterflyes , if he should im* 
ploy all his meanes in buying fetos^ 
pinns and glow wormes, would he not 
be juftly thought to have loft his fcnles 
and to be vnwottly of the leaft favor 

done 
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done him > would he not at his returne 
deferve v hi fteed of a. fairepallace, an 
obfcure prifbn , and for acrowne of 
a King , fetters and manacles of a Ha- 
ve j in lieu of a Princely entrataynmenr, 
the chaftizement of a griveous crimi- 
nall ? Of farr greater punishments are 
thofe worthy , on whom the Prophete 
Ieremie sheds fo many teares, the 4. 
Chapter o^his lamentations. Blinde and 
fnfenfible are they ; they might have byn 
nurished with exquifite and Royall 
food 9 but they loved better to be fil- 
led with iilthey ordures : it was in their 
choice to become beautifull like Angells 
by their virtues , but by their vices are 
made more black then the Devils ; and 
it was mofteafy for them with a little 
patience to be Kings , for all eternity in 
the happy Paradiie, but by their wic- 
Iced demeanour they have purchafed 
the eternall pay nes ofamoftmiierabie 
Hell, 

Have: 



Or Think? wV on itl ' 
Bsve yee never well confident ? 1 ' 

F Rem whence proceeds this great 
misfortune, tell mee ingenioufly t 
Comes it from man for not having 
fufficient lightto guide him} No, this 
can not be for he hath reafon which 
would iufficiently direcli his fteps if he 
were not blinded with too dark pal- 
fions : Faith would conduct him direct- 
ly vnto God, if he were not hendred by 
vice: Divine infpirations would ra^fe 
him vnto high perfcaion, if ke were 
not depreffed by the charming allur- 
ments of the world and the flesh. 

Proceeds *|t from the wicked nature 
of perfons , who referable certaync 
trees incapable to beare any good fruit, 
nortoferveforany thing then the fire? 
No, it is not this; but, that^rhich 
makes lb manyConfeffariours to iighth^ 
is to fee amongftfo many rich -nature! 
which they incounter , and which tee- 
nies to be madefoly for virtue , to Te^ 
ther are (I fay) fo few make vie of thefe 
great prerogatives of nature , which 
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never theleflearefbmeof the moft a£ 
fured markes of predeftination , if they 
would but never folittle cooperate. 

Proceeds it from the want of fiifficiet 
inftru&idn , and that the foul being 
left free vnto its depraved inclinations 
doth not clearely diftinguish good fro 
evil , virtue from vice ? Truly ihis rea- 
fbn is nothing % efpecially in thefe ti*- 
mes r in which the leaft girle , or Boy 
knovves the deformity or vice , feeing 
every one takes vp the mafke of virtue , 
and can not be deceaved vnles they 
gro&ly flatter them felves* 

From whence then proceeds this 
evil? Anlwere me I befeech yee. But 
fcefore yee anfwere, I conjure yee by 
all the favors which yee have, receaved 
from Heaven , by the pretions Blood 
of Iefus Chnft shed for yee, by the 
share yee pretend to have in Paradiie,. 
THnkf well on it* 

ANd after good and profound con* 
fideration , yee will freely con* 
fdQTe that thism&hiefe and ill fortune 

iurt» 



arrives from not having had due confix 
deration j for if one had but once well 
thought on it > and feriously pondered 9 
wherfore are we in the world, and what 
is that we would defire to have done, 
when we shall be departing this world, 
fc would be almoft impoffible to offend 
our good Creator, and we should findp 
great facility to ferve him. Is not this 
true*? Thmkrv*llonM. • 

IF yee never folittle doubt it , I will 
wholy convince yee , by two or 
three examples. What was it, I pray 
yee , which fred S. Antony from all the 
ill habits and couftomes of this world , 
for to rayfe him vnto that fublime de« 
gree ofperfection , vnto which he arri- 
ved? Three wordes well coniidere4 
have made this great wonder, He eit* 
tred on a certayne day into the Church j 
to heare mafle , as he ought, and being 
attentive vnto the Gholple* he heard 
how Iefus Chrift fayed : if thorn pih 
ho ptrfcH goo, fell all thou haft, an&fol- 
Im m ■: Thefe worde$ knocking ** 
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his Heart, he opened the gate , he fo- 
arkneth vnto them > he weighs them , 
and ferioufly confiders them,goes forth \ \ 
the Church , he haftneth to give a be- 
ginning vnto the great per&Sron, he 
afterwards shewed. How many others 
have heard the lame GhofpJe , but all 
have not io welkonltdered It as he. 

What extraordinary power drew S, 
Auguftine out of the. vke , in which he 
was Co farr ingaged , for to addid him 
fejf vnto virtue. Three words well con- 
fideredcaufed this miraculous change; ' 
you have read, how his good Mother 
S.Morrica exhorted him to live well,bnc 
he feemed deaff she powred forth fluds 
of teares , but did not mollify him , she 
paffed dangerous leas to follow him , 
and always fblicite him , but she pre- 
Vailed nothing. Ye have heard how 
S. Ambroile vndertooke him, how they 
conferred to gether, how he was all 
wayes at the lermons of this holy and 
eloquent Prejate , notwithstanding 
all this, he remained alwayesfirme and 

obftk 



Or thinkfwellon if. .19 
obftiriat in. his imperfe&ion. One day 
he entred into a Garden , and lying 
vnder a tree , the Epiftles of$. Paul by 
him, he heard a voyce, which fayd 
vnto him, tahf , node, ta\ 3 read: he 
lifes , openes his booke, and findes 
thefe words. & is not in feafts 9 nor 
in debauchery y it is net in the food, nor 
wdeurs of the flesh , mnch kjfe in quarch 
4nd contefts that Cod isfomd y lm put on 
Jejtts Chrift. He reads thefe words over 
and over, he jneditats on them , he 
confiders them , he engraves them in 
his heart. He runs vnto his deare AK- 
pius, he haftneth vnto his Mother, he 
wholy bequeathe him felf vnto God.' 

What po wer broke die ftrongchai- 
nes which raft bound a yong Gentle- 
man in the vanityes and follies of the 
world I One fole thought well digefted 
in his foul, He was in a city ready, to 
reprelent feme galentry vnto the eyes 
of a great and brave aflembly s wher- 
fbre he retird vnto his lodging beti- 
mes, to be the ealier yp in the morning: 
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But the ardent defire he had to appears - 9 
permitted him not to fleep or to take 
any reft y he turned him* ft\f an hundred , 1 
times tn his bed , and as often deman- 
ded, what bovvre it was : at lafta- 
monghft thefe inquietudes, a thought 
came into his mind, without doubt 
from his good AngeU it proceeded : 
Thou art herein agood and eafy btd 9 
environed with filken curtaynes , and 
finds the night fo long and tedions, and 
vnable to take any repofe 5 _ Oh , what 
can the ftules Co many yevres in pur- 
gatory doe , not mentioning tnofc 1 
whidt* burnes in hell for all eternity: 
This thought well pondered, made htm 
to refbHie, to qukt thefe Fopperyes , to 
apply Mm the more fcrioufly vmo theoh 
dyning celeftjalJ and eternallhappynes. 

What ravishing (peech or moping 
difcourfe perfuaided a yong and vaihe 
lady to fortery her courage y and to re- 
folue to do penance for her finns, which ' 
she did deteftas she ought. A ftrong ; 
imagination ^afed on hex Heart. She 

goes 
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goes with her Neighbours to confefle 
as much * for company fake , as for de- 
votion, by good fortune she mett with 
a difcreet Confefiarious , who having 
heard her confefiion, and fweetly ha- 
ving advertifed her of the injury she 
did her fctfin living fo vainly and wic- v , 
kedly, he gave her for penance to 
weare a haire cloth for certayne how- 
res. O Father, (ayed she what (ay you t 
to weare a haire cloth ? Alas !I can 
not do it , I have great difficulty 
to weare a finocke , it it he not very 
line : well , anfwered the confelTarius, 
In lieu of Heircloth , you shall fsA 
three dayes; how fail* replyed she , J 
who can not rife forth of my bed befo- 
re I have eaten agood caudell: O Fa- 
ther, this is imppmble for me to perform 
tne. Well then, iayedtheCoiifeinirius, 
you shall heare three Maffes on your 
knees without turning yogr head 2 it 
will be very hard for me not to ttirnc 
tny head , replyed she a game , but 
tmpoiiibte fox me to ioieel fo long 

without 
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without feinting. I know not what 
then to do with you reply ed the Father, 
feeing you refule fo eafie peiiances ha- 
ving commit'ed ib many great linns. 
Perhaps you can as often osyouwash 
your hands , thinke that thofe white 
hands shall become filth and wormes 
meate.-she accepts of this penance,recea- 
ves ablblution, goes home, washing her 
hands before she fitts to eate, she thinks 
on what wa&enioyned her, for the firft 
and fecond time she made but final re- 
flexion > but on the third time this 
thought made ib deep imprefiion in 
her Heart , that she relblues to give a 
fare well vnto all delicacie and vanity for 
to do pennance proportionable vnto 
her finns^ and to give herlelf wholy 
vnto God , and to become a Saint. 

Lett thefe particulare examples fuA 
fice, for it is a moll aflured truth , that 
ther have ben million of Per/bus who 
have heard moft eminent Preacheurs , 
and yctt have not ben moved x who ha- 
ve had religious Confefleursable toma- 



©r mil in it. 2$ 
Ice Saints, and have not gained any 
thing j who have read moft fpirituall 
booices , and have nothing profited. 
And yetttwoorthree words well con- 
jjdered, a /peech spoken without di- 
Ugne, hut well ponderedanddigefted 
hath made them to know themlelves 
and hath reduced them into an happy 
condition. I was Confeflartus vnto a 
Lady of quality, who aflured me, rhat 
she for 7. years had wepp iorthe death 
of her Husband; in the beginning very 
often rathe day ^ and afterwards rwi/e 
every day she never failed <t© weep s I 
know not how many Religious of di- 
vers ordres, and other Able and difereee 

£eople were imployed-, to make her 
now the injury she did vnto the ho- 
Jines reputation and virtue ofher decea- 
sed Husband, but all to no effeft : one 
day as she was weepeing mher chamber^ 
palling throughta gallery, she meets 
with Que of her Maydes fweeping, who 
mildly ikyed vnto her, I know not Ma- 
fUm wsto what purpofeyourLaib long 

> - toe 
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time oppofeth the will of<3od. This a 
fpeeeh proceeding from a chambre I 
mayde j glided fo deeply m to her foul, | 
andsheconfidered it fo well , that she f 
refolued to make an end of thefe teares, 
die which fo many premeditated dis 
courfes could not effect, be caufe they 
were not well confideredom one word 
by chance ipoken , and well confide- 
red gained and eonquered her. y 

Ther fore being it is rooft true,that 
one fole word well meditated on, is ca- 
pable to convert aperfori, and toprofitt | 
more then long exhortations , even as f 
as one on ly graine well buried in the j 
earth , will yeeld mojre increafe , then a 
hundred others caft on the Mgh way or 
on (tones. I am refolued , having a 
jnoft ardent defire to aideye. Towards 
your faluation not topropofe vnto ye 
above two or three words, ,at a rimeij 
liutI<conjureyoul>ywhatis moft<learc* 
<vntoyou., after that lime /poken, f 

thwke mdl mil* I 
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ANd because the great (ecreatcorr 
fift in giving you the meanes of 
well chmking on it. J find not a better 
then a ftrong reprefentation > a lively 
imagination of the hovvre of death. 
This is the fecreat , which thole that 
would live holy , made vfc of. For this 
reafon, the Emperor Maximilian had 
jiis Coffin cariedallwayes with him> S* 
lohn Elimofinarius twife or thrife every 
«lay vifited his fepulcher. The Ancho- 
rifts have allwayes in their Cels a. Deaths 
head, on which they alwayes loo- 
ked. Therare fo many good Reli- 
gious who hardly meditate on any 
thing then on death. Believe me that 
amongft the infidels, thofe that have 
<kfired to live the better , have made 
vie of this meanes $ I will notgive you 
any other example then that of Philip 
King of Macedony , Father of Alexan- 
der the great, who had one of his, Pa- 
ges vvitth him , for to come and tell 
him every Morning i Sir remember that 
yen area Man> wi therforc mujl dye. Go 

B too 
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toomydeare friend , tell melerioufly^ 
andirom the hearts if Gad should lend 
you an angell t© allure yoiuhat you we- 
re to dye whithin two or three day es v 
in earned , what would you thinke 
theii>what would you fay*haften not to 
anlwere , i>ut before * Ihtnkg well <on it. 

I read on your countenance what lyes 
hidd in your Heart t you thinke that 
youare in health, youugand ftrong, 
and therfore you can not imagine death 
Co be fb necre : O for the love of <5od , 
cny deare friend J befeech you , confide 
tiot on your youth, on your health,and 
itrenght nor any quality you can have t 
No, no ? you muft be deceaved by thofe 
who have no other defigne then to rui- 
lie you, believe me rather who am your 
faith ful friend, haviiig no other inte- 
reft then your good. 1 tell you then , 
andalTureyou , defireing you to believe 
me. Moreyounge,beter in health and 
Wronger then you , more rich and abler • 
chew you shalld}^ this weeke, who not 
t^sMandiiig believes to live as long-as 

you. 
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you. And although l am not a Prophet^ 
for to foretell that you shall be of the 
number, yet I can with as great afluran^ 
ce advertife you, as if I were one, that 
death to day is neerervnto youthen it 
was yefterday and chat to morrow it 
will be neerer then it is to day, and it 
will never reft vnt ill it hath overtaken, 
tript vp your heils arid lent you into the 
other world. Confider therfore lerioully 
on your affaires. Thinkj Well en it. 

T Hat if finding my prayers too im- 
portune, you % vnto me , that t 
begin firft to thinke arid poder on what 
I demauiid of you. Iam content and 
will truly declare vnto you what I thin- 
ke. If I were advertifed by a meflengeir 
from heaven that my life were to have 
an end with in this weeke , I proteft 
vnto yon , that I would put in excep- 
tion, that which often I learned being 
young of a very learned and Religious 
Perlbi^who did me the honor to love 
me and to have a care of my foul a- 
^nongft the pious and good difcourfi s 

b ij wiih^ 
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Hivith which lie entertained me when I 
wifited him, be<>rkn fayed vnto me. My 
Sorm w&at ibever thou wouldft .haw 
«lone.atthe howreof death 4oeit now 
whiMl fchou art able .., arid what them 
m.oiiUll: not have doiK; then, bccarefull 
so iiot -commit it now%^ ■ 

i^ett ymi and I r willingly have this 
2>ro&able<;oun{ell before our eyes al* 
way.es and fo«engraveiiin our hearts as 
StisneceiTary for vs, for which end, 
Thirtke wellm it. 

ANd ifby good fortune your mind 
delates it Jelf anddefires to know 
every particular which you would have 
done and not have done, if you were at 
the end of your life, I am exceedingly 
iatis fyed , and I prayie God wkh-all 
my heart , be caufe he bath ib fwectly 
touched you, for it is agreatteftimony, 
that you take to heart that which mofi 
conceraies you . 9 in which if I«can aflift 
you, I will imployallmy mdeavors, 
wri&mg what /bever fweet Iefus shall 
fikafe to diktat viuo iny foul,whicli may 
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ayde you to gaiue heaven, deeming, mjp 
felf raoft happy,.if I should fweat blou<§ 
and water,, yea give my life for to>render 
this good fervice vrito you. 

To the end that the profitt be more 
affured and the greatei^Laske youfour 
things, before I begin* 

The fafi m, that every detnaund I shall 
make , you wfll imagine that it is oot I 
that fpeake^ but it is yourgood AngeH^ 
or the bleffed Virg?ne,ot God him<eM> 
indoing foyott wUl bethenwwe attea- 
tive. 

be propofed you beieecfc the- Bbfy 
Ghoftfortoilluminat your vndbr%nv 
ding to know the verity of what is pfeo- 
poied vnto you faying with* fervor,, 
Come , o Holy Ghoft, infufe into my 
foul a beame of thy divine light , that 
I may be able to comprehend what » 
(ayed vnto me now. 

The third is , that for to conceave that 
which shall be propofed vnto you, and 
to anfwerther vnto the better you for 
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a, while deliberatly confidere , ponde- 
ring each poynt the Ipaice of ttoe or 
four. Paters atleaft. 

Ttfcfourih h> that you make a firmc 
refolution with the grace of Almighty 
God to live better, laying an Ay a Maria 
to the end that, the Immaculat Virgine 

aflift you. 

If yon pleafe to grant me thefe four 
things y I do affure my felf that you in 
ashort time will find great benefitt and 
be in ar very good dilpofition to appe- 
ars before Almighty God> when it shall 
-pleafe his divine Majefty to call yott 
ynto his pretence. Lett vs begin* 




THE 
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THE FIRST PART 

"Of that Vvhich oiie wduld not 
have done if he were at the 
- houre of deaths 

Eare Reader profoundly reav 
Hbnable, and truely Chrifti-* 
vane I eoniure thee w telt ftie y 
but rather tell- me frort rhfc 
hearty their the mouth r If God! should 
affure thee at this prefent r that thoit af^ 
to die this" weeke , wouldnV thou nor 
be very forry to have fo-miferably fpene 
fo many hpures , faire^ayes y and large 
yeares, which were aflPbrdedrhee for* 
to gayne&aradife.. For Vhat * to eate , 
drinke aiidfleepie , as beafts doe. For 
what ? to trimme thy felf, laugh \ and 
play, as fooksdoe > For what Mo do, 
lay, and thinke that which is ynworthy 
©fa reafonable foul, much more of a 
Chriftieru I befeech thee, what wouldft 

thow 
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f hou &y of a Merchant who had im- 
ployed himfelf all the time of afairein 
walkiiijg plaing and making good chee- 
se , whiift his Companions are become 
rich by labouring day and night , with 
what /confidence dares he returne ho- 
me hiving foolishly fpent all he had 
caried with him, without buying any 
Marchendize, how will he be blamed 
by his Parents and friends, how con- 
founded will he be , appearing befor- 
his neighbours who know his ill huf- 
bandry? Say with devotion , Come o 
My Ghojl > enlighten me with a Beame of 
thy light forte vnderfiand this propofttiont 
And then , Thinkf mil on it. 

Having done this, confider how 
ihqu haft' behaved thy felf heretofore. 
Be a shamed, if thou haft ben faulty, 
refolue to aft better here after. Addrefle 
chy felf vnto the bleffed Virgin befeec- 
bjng her to fecond thy good refolutions. 
■+4ve Maria. 

THou who haft fo often defired to 
be advertized of the howre of thy 

death . 
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death, if I now allure thee , thatwithirt 
five or fix dayes thou' shalt die : wilft 
thou not have great caufe to complayfie 
on thy memory , in having taken fo 
much payiie about things vn profitable^ 
indecent and hurtfull, which have hen- 
dred the remembrance of God. What 
efteem wilftthou have of him , who 
being able eafely to fill his cofers with 
filver , gold, and pearle, had father 
put therin durt, shells and filth. 

, Think? well on it. 

Thou wilft boldly conclud, that he is 
indifcreet and vn fortunate, who hal- 
ving an happy memory for creatures 
doth forgett the Creator, and remem- 
hringthe affaires of the world hath loft 
the memory of hisowne concernes, if 
thou finds thy felf guilty of this misfor- 
tune , be ashamed , and asking pardon 
for what is paft, refolue to dp better 
hereafter. Ave Maria. 

I am certayne that thou haft a tender 
devotion vnto thy good Angell,and 
that thou remits thy whole iyfe vnto 
.1 *Bv his 
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, his conduct. If he should now come 

and tell thee that he hath but four or fi- 
ve dayes to governe thee, wouldft thou 
not condemne thy vnderftanding of 
ftupidity more then brutall , in having, 
ben imployed fb vn profitably in lb 
many fopeiiesand childish toyes , fb vn 
worthily occupied in fb many vanityes j 
fo vnfortunatly bufued in tranfitorie 
things, which are worth nothing in- 
comparaifon of thofe which God hath 
prepared for thee in the kingdome of ; 
heaven , promifed on his faith and by 
folemne oath vnto thee. What opini- 
on wouldft thou have of him who 
being able to apply him felf eafely vnto 
good affaires, from whence he might 
gaine much honor and profit , had ra- 
ther amufe himfelf with lacquies and 
children about trifels. Thinks well on it. 

Tbou wilft freely avoue, that it is the 
moft extrayigant folly that a man can 
commit. Confidere if thou be exempt, 
and refolue be way ling what is paft to 
doe better from this day forward. 
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I know thou believeft, that there are 
many Saints in the Church , who 
do miracles, and fore tell what is to co- 
me : if any one of thefe should whifper 
thee in the eare, that thou haft but two 
or three dayes to live , wouldft thou 
not beexcedingly confounded for ha- 
ving imployed thy will in fondly lo- 
ving that which wifely ought to be ha- 
ted , and malicioufly hating ithat which 
ought perfectly to be beloved, art thou 
not very much ashamed to fb efte&io- 
naly adheare vnto creatures , as to con- 
temne the Creator > what woulft tho 
thinke of him who being able to charrg 
his heart into pearle . into a luminous 
ftarr, yea even into God himfelf should 
rather love to convert it into durt , into 
a hogg or into a divell? Think? weUonit. 

And knowing that love Metamor- . 
phizeth thy heart into what it loves 9 
thou vvilt confefle that it is an extreame 
malice which deferves more then hell, 
to fettle the affection on any thing then 
God foly, take heed of what thou haft J 

done 
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done heretofore , and refolue for the ti- 
me to come. 

HAft thou never beheld the heave- 
nes enveloped and darkned with 
obfcure clouds , the aire all in Jfire with, 
lightning , thounders grumling on all 
parts , an horred medlay of winds and 
rayne drouning the fields andiover tur- 
ning howfes, if this should happen to 
day ,and a voice should bed thee to loo- 
kevntothy lelf , for this tempeft very 
shortly would fall on thy head, w ouldft 
thou not tremble with feare and grief e , 
for having fb wickedly imployed lb ma- 
ny good talents which God hath given 
thee for to ferve him. wouldft thou then 
be endued with the eloquence of fpeech 
to mine others , with fubtility of witt 
todeceavethem, with the fweetnes of 
conversion to draw them vnto euil , 
with force to diftroy them , with beauty 
to hurt them, and with all other talents 
to damne thy felf and them together. 
Unto what punishment wouldft thou 
condemn? him , who having receaved a 

great 
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great fumme of mony, of a great king y 
for to ferve him,and to engage others in 
his jfervice, should buy halters for to 
diftroy himfelf and others. 

Tbinkf ipcUon it. 
Thou wilt with out doubt conclude 
that it is farr better not to have receaved 
lb many talents from heaven, then to 
imploy them ill , and that lervant to be 
very vnhappy who fpent his matters 
monyes in things contrary vnto his in- 
tention. See if thou be not fuch an one, 
and purpofe to amend. 

F Earing that I have weared thee with 
my interogations, I am refblved to 
acquiefce, for a while, to hearken vnto 
a mufick which in deed is none of the 
fweeteft , fork comes from hell , not- 
with ftanding it will profitt very much > 
audconfirme all that is already fayed; 
In the booke of wifdom chap 5. the 
wife Man makes the damned to 'fay* 
Repenting andfighing for anguish of 
foirits : Thefe are they whom we had 
tome time in dirifion, and in a parable 
/ of 
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ofreproch:we fenflefle efteemed their- 
life madnes and their end without ho- 
nor. Behold how they are counted 
among the children of God, and their 
lot is among the Saints , we therfore ha- 
ve erred-firom the way of truth, and the 
light of juftice hath not shined to vs,and 
the funne of vnderftanding rofe not to 
vs , we are weried in the way of iniqui- 
tte and perdition , and have walked 
hard wayes, but the way of the lord we 
have not knowen : what hath pride 
profited vs * what commodkie hath the 
vaunting of riches brought to vs. Al 
tliole things are pailed away as a shado- 
vv, and as a meflenger running before 
and as a shippe that pafleth through the 
forging waters : wher of, when it is 
paft , the trace can not be found , nor 
the path of that shippes keele in the 
waves : or as a bird that flyeth through* 
in the Ayre , of which ther is no token- 
can be found ofherpaflage , but only: 
a found of the winges beating the light 
winde : and by vehemence of going 

cutting 
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tutting the ayre , moving the winges 
she is Ho wen through , and afterward 
ther is no figne found of her way ; or 
as when an arrow is shott forth to a fete 
. marke , the divided ayre is forth with 
clofedin it felf againe , lb that the pa£ 
(.. Agetherof is not knowne : lb we alio 
[ being borne , forthwith ceafed to be : 
[ and of vertue certes have ben able tor 
\ shew no-figne : but in our. Naughtines 
j we are contained, fuch things fayed they 
in hell , which finned, becaufe the hope 

of the impious is as duft , which is taken 
away with the winde : and as a thinner 

I froth , which is difperfed by the ftormes 
and as fmoke that is lettered abrode by 
the winde : and as the memory of a 
Gheft of one day^that pafTeth. Haft thou 
well heard this harmoriius mufick of 
hell, tell me ferioufly y wouldft go the* 

1* ther one day to be partaker of it,1 

i' Th/nkf Will on it. 
In the meane while I will continue 
| my demanding of thee, if for certaine 
I thou muft die with in four or five dayes 
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at the fartheft wouldft thou not with 
manyteares complaine of they eyes in 
having given them fo mnch liberty to 
reade fo many vaine and vnchaft ooo- 
kes , wouldft thou not be forry to ha- 
ve caftfo many amoreus and lewd glan- 
fces on fo many dangerous obje&s which 
Satan made vie of to precipitate* thee I 
into wicked actions, as if he had not J 
ben lufficiently powerfull to ruine thee | 
without the aide of thy light , had it I 
not ben better for thee to have ben 
borne blinde , or that thine eyes had 
ben puttoutas foonas thouwert bor- 
ne, then to have made fo ill vfe of them, 
Thinkg well on it. 
Thou wilt conclud with the evange- 
lift, that it is more expedient to have 
thy eyes pluckt out, that is , to retayne 
with violence thy fight , for to enter 
into Paradhe , then to behold what 
foever prefents it lelf , and to defcend | 
into hell, invite thy eyes to wash with , 
their teares they palled faults , and mi- J 
kea couenant with them for the time f 

" ' -to \ 
i 
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to come, as Holy lob did; 

TEH me freely ,. if thou shotildft 
heare the belt which advertife all .> 
that they are earring the vmtrcum vnto 
thee,, wouldft thou not exceedingly bla- 
me thy eares , for having too curioufly 
liftened vnto the wicked difcourfe held 
againft the reputation of an other , for 
having taken to much pleafure in im- 
pertinent pray &s y and indifcreet jeftings 
and feoffings , for having ben too at- 
tentive vnto wanton fonges , lafcivious 
wordes which infinuate their poifon fo 
iecreetly into the heart, that hardljycme 
perceaves it before he he dead, as the 
fish takes not heed that be hath fwallo* 
.Wed the hooke vntill he is drawne 
forth of the water. O how much bet- 
ter had it ben for thee to have benal- 
wayes deafe then to have by this organ 
afforded entrance vnto this poifon 
which hath infected thy foul, and per- 
haps will caule its eternal! death. 
Think? tpell on it. 

. Thou wilt refolue to follow the 

counr 
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counlell of the wife man z to invirorr 
they eares with a hedg; of thorns^ that 
if to. fay , with a ftrong eon&ferati6ii 
of hell fyer , for not to hearkera to any 
thiyg vvhkh can mine thee. 

i Magine that vvith in two howres- 
thy £ /oul is to give an account of all 
she hath ever fayed ^ if this were fo^ 
vvouldft thou not torture thy tongue 
with they teeth, for having uttered fo~ 
many jeafe , mockeryes and vmruths ,. 
fomapy braggings, oftentations, and 
vaunting* fomany fovvle vvordes # der 
tra&ions and blafphemes, fb many cur- 
lings and othes y of all; which thou* 
shalt fee a moftexa& catologue, vvilft 
npt pafle for a poore merchant:^ thou 
art found for one word m have loft 
vyhat foever good thog hadny and fold 
thy foul vnto the divelj. Tbink$ well on it. 
. Seekeredreflefor the woundes thy 
tongue hathmade in thy foul,, and re- 
fent them* with griefe y firmely purpofo 
to keepe it better , being moftaflure^ 
that of a hundred that tins rime goeito 

hell , 
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hell, ninety are precipitated thier by the 
tongue. 

] F thou already didftfeele the ftrnking 
exhalations of thy dying body, 
vvouldft thou not fight from the botto- 
me of thy heart for having fought wit}* 
fb muck lenfuality fvveet odours ; vb 
perfume they garments , to imbaume 
thy carkas , and tc* fatisfy thy noftrels , 
and thofe who accompany thee, vvhilft 
thy foul by its rmperfe&ions yeelds an 
intollerable loathfome fern vnto all the 
cckftiall court? what extravigance is It 
to perfume the /leave , and permitt the 
armeto be putrifled* what folly is it 
to foiel of musk amongft Jackyes aed 
to ftinckin the prelences of a Prince. 
Thinkf well onto 

Be confounded , if the ancient pro- 
verb be verifyed in thee > very often 
the heart ftinketh , when the body is 
perfumed, refolue not to verify here a& 
ter this truth. ...... 

W Hat vvouldft thou doe, if thou 
didft know for certaine that 

vvith 
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YvitKiw three dayes thy body should be 
woriries meate I vvouldft thou not cur- 
ie a thoufarid times thy tafte which finds 
nothing Sufficiently feafoned, whicfe 
feekes* with fa muclt care frveet and 
delicious viands and plea&nt wines * 
which knowes not how to faft , nor to 
abftaine from what is forbiden. Hadft 
not better eaten fome ill drefled meate,, 
then to be inforced to drmke the poy- 
Ion of /erpents and eate toades. 
,Thinkf well on it. 

Thou wilft confefle , that it is better 
with alktle payne to abftame and to b& 
mortefyed a few dayes in the nobfe 
company of I e sus and his Saints for 
to gaine ParadHe then to fufFer hun- 
ger eternally with the damned in hell. 

IF thou didft lively apprehend what 
will happen ajt the laft period of they 
fife ,. where thou shaitloofe all feelings 
wouldft thou not have an extreame 
fegret and forrow to have ben Co deli* 
cate and fejifuall in thy touching,, that 
thou haft never ben able to endure,. 

haire 
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laTre cloth , difcipline , nor tbe leatt 
Incommodity , but haft alvvayes fought 
.after ithe 'ftiieft Knnen and iaft made 
diis fence wholy oxutale. AlasJiiovv 
wilft thou be able to vvearc garments 
of fire, to lye eternally on the burning 
coales of hell, tbittty mUm iu 

Thou wilt confefle that itliad ben 
letter a kindred times to have ben al-» 
waves leprous then to have procured 
Tiies eternall evils. I do aske thee, if 
this were the laft laour of thy life, whe- 
ther thou vouldft not rather be with out 
a hand,then to have imployed thy hands 
fo often in taking that ^vhkh did not 
betong unto thee , inplaymg, eateing 
( to much,in fatisfying vanity , in ftirking 
vvit&our,/eafon | irivnjuftly mcreafing 
thy wealth , in taking things viilawrull fc 
is it not true that ther would not befo 
many gallouxs, if ther were not ib ma> 
isy mallfa&ors ? ihinf^^eH^nk,, 

Thou will allow, that , ther had not 
beri fo many damned , if their hands had 
takenib much pape for to open unt® 

them 
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them the Heavens, as they have dond 

for to purchaiehell. 

THis is the laft-qiieCion I will pro- 
pose vnto thee at this time. If thou 
wert telle to day lick as it is poflible, and 
thatthou wert allured that thou Ihouldft 
not recovered wouldftnot thou rather 
have ben lame and with out feet , then 
to have fo often nmne after dauncings 
^ndtavernes, frequent play faowles and 
iiifamous places *n which riiou perhaps 
haft loft that which is never to he reco- 
vered, and, with that the life of thy foul* 
Take heede of thofe hogs which the 
Evangelift mentions, behold how after 
the di vel was entred into them, they ne- 
ver left running vntillthey were preci-. 
pitated into the lea. Thmkf well on it. 

Have companion on thofe who 
being once under the flavery, never reft 
from falling from one linn into an 
orher untillthey be indulfed into-eter- 
jiall perdition. 

Iam 
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I am not fo paflionatly amourons of 
the faluation of thy foul that 1 forgett 
the health of thy body , and trherfore 
jeaft thy mlnde being to much imployed 
in thinking on tholethiiigs , fprppofe 
might caufe a diftemper in thy head 
J am willing that thous fpend fometime* 
in beholding a fpe&acle which repre- 
sents itfelf here, very fitc. to confirme 
what hath ben fayed. Ther was a young 
lady who appeared vnto herOhoftly 
Father in a moft terrible manner, a 
thoufand fnakes were her hairies of her 
head, she ha&wo cruefl A/pes han- 
ging at her eyes , which did cruelly torr 
ture her, two venomous vipers at her 
noftrels r two poiionnhig lizards at her 
f ares ; she mutilated -her tongue with 
ineffable rage : on her bofome ther ap- 
peared two vglie Toads which nibbled 
her breafts ; an horrible dragon which 
conftrafnjed her to fwallow his Foamef, 
ail oth|fijW or' live times environed 
her body, thrufting his head into her 
privities drew forth; her entraills : two 

gall- 
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daftly cfivelsmoft cruelly Sd teare die 
partesof Jber body which had ben in- 
ibumems <of die grcateft oCences , and 
incelTantly ppwied melted led and 
fcoylingoyles Iamnot^able to^exprei- 
whatftrange faces and wry mouphes 
she made ,lier*y*s fparkling wirf* fine 
yowled in her head wkhf ury , she caft 
forth of hereares and Battels ftry lul- 
phure* she mouthed woriethenafury* 
a garment offire covered all her body, 
tut truly nothing was fo infupportable 
as her roarings and cryes: Curfed be the 
creature, fayd she, who for fo final 
pleafures hath deferved fo great tor- 
ments* curled be die heade which for 
being the feat of all vanities is at prefer* 
thebaytof all the infernall wormes, 
curfed eyes which for inconfidered loo- 
kes are punished with moft horrid 
fights. Curfed eares whkhfor lafcivi- 
eus ayres and fonges are conftrained to 
heare hellish mufick. Curfed noftrelk 
which for effeminat odors, fmels the 
^hiking carkafles of the damned. Cur- 
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Curfed, and a hundred times curfed bo- 
dy which for having taken to much |?le- 
fure in fuperfluous promotions and for- 
bedenfenftiafitys shak be alwayes clo- 
thed with fire and tortured with di- 
vers torments. Curfed creatures which 
have contributed vnto my mifery 
and have ben complyces ©i my cri- 
mes. Cnrfed be Father and Mother 
who have given me the temporall life 
which hath conducted unto eternal! 
<kath, Curfed be aboue all, curfed eter- 
nity which will notafrbrdanend nortrtt 
ce of my «vils. O eternity , and inlaying^ 1 
curfed^tsernity, she vanished i behold z 
. aftrangvifion , Iaffure thee, that we 
should fee owe (arte more f rightfull , if 
Cod would afford us a fight pearceing. 
even onto hell, and therfore ; Thivfa 
mil on it~ 

IEeturnetoaske ofthee,T% ofthee^ 
who .ait -the clearely beloved of mf 
fctrtsif thou should!* know that thou 
wert to depart' this world with in two. 
dayes, wouldft thou with fo much 

C *»• 
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ambition appeare among men wouldft 
thou fped fo much riiony in magnificent 
clothes,in fplcndent jewels, fine perries, 
andrich-equipage^ wouldft thou walk 
with fo much pride,wouldft thou fpeake 
withib much arrogance* in a word, 
wouldft thou harbour lb muchhautines 
in thy heart and in all thy deportments , 
kiioweft thou not that God could not 
permitt pride to be in Jieaven in the moft 
eminent creatures which ever he made, 
ho w will he induce it in thee. 

', Boldfy refokie to roote out of thy ; bo- 
dy £ven.theleafthaire, and put of thy 
foulfhefmaleft thought which maynu- 
irish this vice,leaft it should procure the 
wauth ofGod on thee,eternaldanatioa 

IF thou kne weft rnoft.certaynly that 
within four and twenty houres thy 
Parents and Friends, inrecompenfe of 
whit they ^enherite of thee, muft fend 
thee into the other world fe wed in one 
of the commune sheets of thy cofer, 
msildftthouhe fo covftuous of gaine 
, . wouldft 
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wouldft thou fo greedily runne afteir 
Gold ? wouldft thou heape up treafure$ 
fo painefully for Heires who will reme- 
ber thee no longer then they are making 
good cheerepf thyn* what will availe 
thee the ftately and fumptuous Ho wfes 
which thou haft built when thou muft 
Jodg in a black Tombe , what will prq- 
fite thee to have left lb much gold and 
ftlver in Banke whenthy Soul shallbur- 
ne in purgatory Think? well on it> 

Conclud, that it is no fmal follie in 
being fo Iblkitous to heap up wealth , 
which foon or late muft be loft, and fa 
Carelefle of thofc treafures which we 
may carry with us and enjoy for ai 
ternity. ' / 

IF thou didft know that death were 
but two or three dayesJronithee,and i 
didft fee one of hisfbrerunners witfi, 
thee, as it is Very *-probabfe'that' ; :!&dtf. ■ 
art not without fome corporall incbm*. 
tnodity 5 tell me, in this apprehenfion >; 
wouldft thou abandon thy lelf in the or- 
dure and filth of ienfualitie , wouldft t 

c ij thou 
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thou wallow like a hog in the mire $ 
wonldft thou iay with thofe shallou 
braines in the fecond chapter of wifedo- 
ine. Come tbwfore , and lett hs enyoy the 
feature as in youth. Lett us fill our Jelves 
with precious wine and oyntmentts, and 
let not the flowe >ofthe time pajfe us 5 let 
its crowneeur Jelves with Rofes before they 
wither Jett thsr be no medow, which our 
wtt. shall not pajfe through ., let none ofvs 
fa txenqtd from our rioteoufnes , every 
wher iett us leave Jigjte of joy , becaufi, this is 
mr priim and this our lot , wouldft thou 
With xktk people have led a life of an 
Achefl: and a beaft, or lived like thofe 
of Sodome to be fwalloved up by the 
earth. Thm\e well on it. 

Thou wik avoyde all occafions of 
defyling thy body and Soul , imitating 
the fake Hermine, who for fear of de- 
aling her whit skin with the iurt per- 
mits herfelf to killed. 

IF a maligne fever did tormeat tliee 
in thy bed , having diifpatched many 
withintwifefoureand twenty houres- 
j^oulcul thoiwiot he vexed fox having 
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harbored fo long hatred and enviV m 
thy foul againft thy Neighbour , for ha^ 
ving endeavored to diftroy htm and to 
blemish his honor,, without gaining any 
thing but a bitter remorfe of conference, 
and the maledi&ion* ©f Cai»> Think 
well on it 0 

Thou wilt compaflionat the envious? 
feeing them macerated with the profpe- 
rity of others, and thou wilt avoyde 
«nvy which tortures the heart and con- 
wmes the body. 

IF thou didft imagine that within three 
dayes that thy body should be redu- 
ced into duft, wouldft thou have fo much 
deked and cockered it and taken fo 
much care to nurish it , affording ft all 
that it defired without confulting with 
reafon. Woulft thou be like unto the 
rich Gluton , who from a plentifull table 
was draged into the eternall flaming fi- 
res, wher he could not obtayne a Ktrle 
drop of water to releave his thirft which 
mfinitly tormented htm. Thmh^wellonit: 
Conclud that they molt miferably 

ciij vn^ 



j?4 Tenfe\-y hien 

vnfoxtunatc who for being too indul- 
gent unto their bodyes , expofeth their 
bodyes and fouls unto the danger of 
cternall damnation. 

IFthou vvert fickinbed, and an ex- 
pert and shilful Phifieian should de-* 
fire thee to put all things in good order 
for that thou art in great danger of de- 
ath, vvouldft thou not exceedingly 
grieve , to have ben fo often impatient, 
to have curbed and injured thy fervants 
domefticks and neighbours, and to ne- 
ver have fuffered any the leaft thing 
for God andforthyfaluation ? which 
is better either to indure fome little 
thing for God and to gaine Paradife 
according unto the example of Saints, 
or to luirer in the next life without any 
benefit!. Think? nnU on it. 

Firmely re/blue to fubdue thy Cho- 
ler and to fufFer all things patiently fee- 
ing that the grievous malice of men in, 
the world is not to be compared with 
the rage and fury of the divels which' 
torment in the other world. 

If 
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IF now the holy Oyle were brought, 
wouldft thou not tremble and shiver 
confidering the negligence thou haft 
fed all thy life to fave thy foul : wilt thou 
not be ashamed for having uied fa muck 
flacknes in kneeling every morning , is 
making thy intentions , in frequenting 
the holy Sacraments, in villting y the 
fick , in hearing Maffe * would not thy 
heart faynt feeing fo few goocf worker 
accompaniug thee before God > what 
shame is it vnto a child of a noble familie 
tofeehimfelfill attended when he pre- 
fents him felf unto his Father before a 
noble aflembly? Thm^mHenh, 

Thou wilt boldly fay thatit is a dc- 
villish inchaunting,to fee men fo diliget 
in gaining the goode which death will 
wholy deprive thein of, if they do not 
before loofe them, and fo laify in fee- 
king after thofe trealures which will 
accompany them after death and com- 
fort them for all eternity. 

IF thou hadfl thy foul even on thy lips,? 
andther wanted but one breath for 

the 
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the departure of it, wouldft thou not be 
in a shamefull confu/ion to have Ibid 
arid loft the merit of thy good a&ions 
for little vanity , for an humane refoefr, 
for a foolish compliance > Is it not chil- ' 
dish, to leave a piece of gold, for a pu- 
srifyed nutt I is it not raoft brutall , to 
fweate and kill himfelf with labour ,, to 
be folaced with a little winde >. Is it not 
worfe then folly , to do wel meerely for 
■to be efteemed and prayfed by men. 
Thinly mil on it. , 

Be a fiaide to receave the anfwere 
Vhieh God gave unto thole who after 
Jiaving prayed much,and ben well mor- 
*efyed , thinking to be rewarded ther- 
fore , heard : I tell yee in truth, that yee 
have already receaved your {alary and 
wages. Refolue to have a good intenti- 
on in all your actions to pleafe God , 
rendring him all the glorie, that he will 
•conferve thee entierly, for to enjoy him 
eternally, 

LEt nsconclud all in a vvordjlf thou 
v vert in the pafTage which allmuft 

make 
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make from this life unto the other ; 
wouldft u thou have done , fayd, or 
thought any the leaft thing a gainft the, 
Majefty of him , before whom thou art 
going to receave the fentence of death 
orAite emm\\Thmke fcwufly on /^ ne- 
ther more or lene then if on this thought 

depended thy eternity of felicity or mi- 
fery. / 

■ Thinke lively on it, nether more or 
leffe, then if thou hadft a ftrong aiTuran- 
ce that after this half houre thou shafft 
not have any more time to thinke on it. 

Thinke on it often and profoundly s 
Alas ! thou thinkeft day and night, two 
or three mouths together , on Philolb- 
phicall queftion 5 is not thy faluatio* 
more deare unta thee ? 

Thinke and confidere weft emit, be- 
feeching the bieiTed Virgin, thy good 
Angell and the Saints , that they engra- 
ven deeply this thought in thy heart, 
that it may produce the fruit of eter- 
nal! life in thee* 

THE- 
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THE SECOND PART 

Concerning that which one . 
would nor have done if he - 
had ben to dye prefently. 

I remember to have read in the hifto- 
ryofBarlaam and Jofaphat, that 
ther was in a certaine Region of 
the world a florishing Kingdome , 
the habitants of which were accoufto- 
med to choole a King evety yeare du- 
ring which time they gave him allfove- 
raignity, and a retinue finable unto his 
quality, but the year was no fooner ex- 
pired, but then they banished him into 
a defolate and unhabited Ifland , vher 
he had more to fuffer in exile , then he 
had recreation and plcaftire in his Roy- 
alty. Among thefe annuall Kings, there 
was one more provident then the others, 
for forefeing that at the yeares end they ' 
would not fayle to ufe him after the fa- 
me 
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me manner they had afforded unto his 
t predeceflbrs ; he refolued to live as fru- 
/ gatly as poflibly, and to fave all he could 
f and to fend it privatly into the place of 
his banishment , where he failed not to 
arrive at the ordinary time , and by re- 
afon of his providence did not meete 
with thofe inconveniences and miferies 
which the others found ther , but en- 
joyed pleafure and content. This Paran- 
oic, for I do notbeliveit.to be a true 
i ftory , plainely declaires the blindnes 
I and ftupidity of thofe which^the world 
! hath rayfed unto greatnes and riches 
) with which they are wholy delighted 
and abibrpt they never thinking that 
at the end of their life ( which hour 
longe fo ever it be, is not a day in the 
kalender of God ) the world will de- 
prive them of all it feemed to beftowe 
on them , fending them into the other 
world where they shall finde nothing 
r but poverty and mifery , for want of 
? providence. Deare Reader I love thee 
too tenderly for to wish thee fo much 
L * mile* 
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iniiery, but on the contrarie I do pray 
from the bottome of my heart for thy 
greateft happynes in the next life where 
thou muftremayne for all eternity. And 
for this end. 

Iaskeqfthee, if God should fend a 
ineflenger from heaven for to advertifb 
thee that within eight dayes thou shalt 
die wouldft thou not be exceedingly 
j>leafed for having well imployed thy 
time in honoring and ferving thy good 
Creator, , in imitating in all thy anions 
the virtues of thy fweet Saviour , in cor- 
recting thy faults and doing pennance, 
in cultivating thy foul and adorning it 
with all virtues,tn doing good to all that 
needed thy affiftance , and ingaining 
tjie favour of thole who are powerful! 
intheceleftiall Court. What content- 
ment unto a Captayne who having bra- 
vely overcome his enimies returnes lo- 
den with pretiows bootie and trophies 
before his Soveraigne , for to receave of 
hjmpra\fesandrecompenfes due unto 
him, Thmkf well on it. 

Thou 



Or Thinkf M en it. 6i 
Thou wilt fay that this is but a grofle 
and rude reprefentation of the ineffable 
joy which the Soul hath at the howre of 
Death , feing her felf environed with 
many good workes , which coridu&s 
hervntothe Throne of God. Ohow 
fwcetis Death unto fuch a Soul: O how 
. Willingly doth she behold it. Wherfore 
doft thou not live accordingly,that thou 
mayft die fb ? 

AMiable Iefus fayes in the gholpell ^ 
that we ought to be alwayes rea- 
dy , for w e know not when Death will 
come: If thou shouldft be warned that 
it will be to morrow, wouldft not thou 
thanke thy memory for having alwayes 
kept thee in the prefence of God , and 
often put thee in minde of the favours 
which every moment thou receaveft 
from the liberallhand of thy Creator 
for having perpetually prefented unto 
thee the beauty of heaven and the hor- 
ror of hell * what hopes conceaves the 
courtier , who ever had his eyes on his 
Prince for to performe his will , when 
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he perceaves the daye arriues of the 
Princes liberality and great bounty. 
Think? well on it. 

Thou wilt blefle the memory which 
affords Co much felicity unto the foul , 
and wilt exhort thine to afford thee the 
like happynes. 

IF thy underftanding which endea- 
vors to know all , could underftand 
that within two dayes it muft depart 
this world would it not leap for joy to 
have fought the Creator in all creatures, 
and all creatures in the Creator . not ha~ 
ving efteemed any othet knowlegd , 
the nthe making, him felf moft agrea- 
bleunto God and to be conducted in 
all things by the faith which made him 
feeke after heaven in mifprifing the 
earth ; what pleafure and comfort rece- 
aved the woman of the Ghofple at the 
rinding of her groat which she had 
long fceked after > did she not invite her 
neighbours for to congretulate and re- 
joy ce with her > Think? well on it. 
Thou wilt tefoluetoimploy thy in- 

tel- 
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intellect inlerioufly confiderlng the 
grandeurs of thy God , and thou wilt 

j make iue of all other fciences to arrive 

I unto this knowledg." 

IT is very probable that once in thy 
life thou haft defired thy death ; If 
now thou shouldft fee him with his 
i mortiferous Sythe wouldft thou not 
feele afweet and delicious ravishment 
I ofheart for having never loved any o- 
j ther thing then the infinitly amiable 
goodnes and him who hath infinitly lo- 
ved thee? How great is the conlbla- 
tion of the fpowfe of a Prince wher she 
is certayne to have foly loved her hul- 
band and that her bridegroome knowes 
her fidelity. Think? well on it. 

Boldly affirme him unhappy andmi- 
ierable who being able to love God , 
loves any thing els, take heedleaft thou 
J be fuch an one. 

IT is along time fince God hath prea-' 
ched vnto thee , that thou shalt ren- 
der an account of all the talents , which 
behathbeftowedonthees jmaginethis 

tp 
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to be the day in which he will demaund "j 
them of thee : and if it were, what sweet j 
and ravishing content wilt thou feele in 
being able with truth to fay with the 
lervant of the ghoiple lord thou haft 
given me five talents , behold other five 
I have gained over and a bove. Thou 
haft given me eloquence , which I ha- | 
ve alwayes itiiployed to prayfe thee , 
and to procure all others to do the fa- 
me. Thou haft given me a great fpirite ' 
which I have uled in overcoming thy t e- 
nimies and comforting thy fervants: 
Thou haft given me learning which hel- 
ped me to difcover thy greatnes and 
mighty workes , and to declare them 
unto others : Thou haft given me the 
grace to be beloved of all, I have not 
taken ^any other pleafure,, then that it 
might make me able to infbrce all to 
love thee : Thou haft given me induftry 
to trafick and gayne fome thing , with 
which I have vertuoufly and decently 
maintayned my family and relived the 
poore. Who can explayne the joy and 

plea- 
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pleafure which thou wilt receave when 
the great Lord and Mafter imbrafmg 
thee with afFedion shal fay, welfare 
thee good and faichfull iervant, be cau- 
fe thou haft been faithful! over a few 
things I will place thee over many 
things? enter into the joy of thy lord* 
Think? well on it. 
Whilft thou confiders there on , I 
will liften, if thou pleaie, unto atroo- 
pe of Saints r who afcending into hea- 
men finge with a moft melodious voy- 
ce. O God almighty,, thou haft delive- 
red us from this fiery tombe, in which 
thou haft for a time buried our foules; 
thou haft led us into thy glorie,in which 
we shall be invironed on all fides with 
eternall felicity . Lett all creatures blefte 
and praife thee for the favours fo merci- 
fully thou beftoweft on us. Blefled be 
the time that we have imployed in thy 
holy fervice. BlefTed be the memorie 
which made us remember thee for to ne- 
ver forgett thee hereafter. BlefTed be 
the underftanding which wholy endea- 
vored 
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vored to know thee, and by that mea- 
nes to enjoy thee eternally. Blefled be 
the will which never would love any 
thing then thee for to be happily loft in 
thy infinit love. And blefled be the ta- 
lents and favors which thou haft j^iveii 
us , feing by their meanes we have gai* 
nedeternall happy nes. O mortels im- 
ployall your forces , powers and en- 
deavors in the fervice of a God who is 
moft infinitly defervmg, and doth, moft 
liberally and fuperabundantly reward 
thofe who have rendred him never fa 
little ferv ice. 

Ireturne unto thee , who art next un- 
to God (as I have often told thee ) 
the fole object of all my thoughts , and 
I continue m demaunding of thee ; J f 
to day thy eyes were to oe doled for 
never to be opened in this life, wouldft 
thou not love them moft tenderly for 
not having ferved thee but to read good 
and holy bookes to behold pictures of 
devotion, to weepeforthy finns, to 
conflder with joy the prolperity of thy 

neigh- 
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neighbour [>. and his milerie with com- 
pafnon , and to have ben never fixed 
on any creature but with honorable re- 
fentments -of the Creator, will not thefe 
eyes shine like little ftarrs in the em- 
periairheaven > Thinke well on it. 

Refolve to deprive thy eyes here on 
earth of all damageable objects, which 
are but fowle in comparafbn of thofe 
which are feen in heaven. 

WHen thou doft heare the Bell 
for fbme buriall, if death should 
come and tell thee , to day it is for me, 
to morrow itt will be for thee; wilt thou 
not feelea fweet confolation , for ha- 
ving lent thyeares unto the divine office^ 
unto fpirituall diicourfes \ unto good 
counfell, unto the prayles of others , to 
have fuffered with patience contempt 
and injuries? wilt thou notblefTe thy ea- 
res which never liftened unto any evil 
thing. Think? well on it. 

Belive that if one were prepared and 
defierous to heare the celeftiall muficke, 
that he were not in danger of dieing 
with the force of the fweet ravishment. 
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witnes the /mphicall S. Francis. 

IF now thou hadft loft thy fpeeeh f 
thy judgment being found and who- 
le , and that within two houres thoti 
wertto lofe thy life , wouldft thou not 
cordially love thy tongue for being im- 
ployed only in prayfing and thanking 
God , in inviting others to do the fa- 
me , in finging the victories of gene* 
rous fouls , which by their holy lives 
have gained the eternal! kingdome , for 
peaking the virtues of their neighbours 
for maintaining the reputation of every 
one, for comforting the afflided , in- 
couraging the timerous confounding 
the wicked T and converting miners f 
what glorie hath a fouldier, ; when he 
prelents his fword unto his king, which 
was nevet unsheathed but for is Maje- 
ftyes ferviee and for the mine of his 
enemies. Tbmk$ well on it 

Refolue to governe and curb thy ton- 
gue fo wifely and di/creetly which is iii 
thee as a bridle unto a horfe , and a fter- 
ne unto a ship, that by its meanes thou 

maift 
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maift conduct thy foul directly into 
heaven. 

IT is a great charity to help a fick bo- 
dy who can not {wallow any thing 
and is dying; Alas ! put thy feJf in his 
place, and imagine that thou wert even 
now departing ; among thefc corporall 
trances and perplexities , would not 
thy foul be in a plealant calme and ex- 
tafie , knowing that it hath generouf- 
iy avercomeall the difordered appetits 
of drinking and eatings and although 
thy body were HifenfibJe , yet thy foiA 
would rejoyce m being allured that 
thy body never admitted of the leaft 
touch contrary unto virtue. Thinke 
Well on it. 

Refolve to deprive thy felf with diA 
cretion ofthofemeates commune unto 
gluttons , for the better to fatiatt thy felf 
with thofeparticulare unto the Angels , 
and to touch nothing which may difpk- 
afehim, who often touches thee in the 
holy Sacrament and whom thou hopeft 
to embrafe ^happely for all eternity in 
heaven. u Cm& 
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CAnft thou give meareafon, why 
the fide a little before death grope 
after I know not what with their trem- 
bling hands 1 for my part I am confi- 
dent, that if thou wert in this extreami- 
ty, thou wouldftkiffe with honor thy 
hands , for having liberally diftnbuted 
thy goods unto the poorer for having 
alvvayes laboured with right intention 
to pleafe God, shunning all idlenes, 
for having dilcreetly chaftked thy body 
to make it fubordinat and obedient un- 
to the law of the ipiriti thefe hands will 
thy not be admired by all the celeftiall 
Court , when imbellished and adorned 
with pretious ftones thy shall bearethe 
palmes of an abfolute vi&ory, and 
the laurels of arieternall giorie. fhmke 
Well on it. 

Detearmine to fow largely for to 
ireapepleiitefully * 

*np Hey fay , that the fitft part that 
X diesofthe body are the feet $ in fl- 
ue they are the firft that looies heate aud 
iiecomeinlbjiible. If this evening thou 

shoiildH: 
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\ shouldft feele thy felfin this condition, 
and thou beliveft that thou shouldft die 
j before midnight , wouldft thou not ta- 
! Jte great pleafure in remembring the 
i iteps thou haft made to goe to the 
Church , to heare MalT, Sermons, and 
the Divine office 5 to vifite the Hofpi r 
tals , prifons , and the poore , to ac- 
complish holy Pilgrimages ; thefe feet 
which have walked in and through all 
places for to amplify the giorie of God 
doe not they deferve to march on the 
azure vaults? Think? well m it. 

Make refolutions never to ipare thy 
fteps when Gods fervice is concerned, 
for one day to march in triumph* 

FOr conclufion , when thy foul sha! 
be feparated from thy body for to 
render an accomptunto God of all thy 
faults, wilt thou notvvith great aftec- 
8 tionthanke that part which hath ben 
I beft imployed in the icrvke of his divi- 
ne Majefty and hath fufFered with moft 
love and patience. Thinks well M it. 
> Thou wilt make molt efficacious te- 
l: iblo- 
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folutions , efpccially if with attenrioi 

thoucaft thy eyes on the multitude of 
thofe Saints S. Iohn faw iu his memora- 
ble ravishment, they appeared excee- i 
Singly content in glories which al-j 
though it was not -equal in all ; their \ 
feodyessbinedhke little funs, yettfo- 
rne brighter then others proportionably | 
unto thetr merits, ther was feenin thole 
bodyes fome partes more glittering, for 
liaving ben greater inftruments of the 
fionor ofGod their Creator 4 the head 
of S, lohn Baptift vvas moft majeftical- 
ly radiant,for having bencuttofFfuftay- j 
ning the truth :the hatre hadthegrea- 
teft beauty in S.Mary MagdaKne, for 
having wiped the feet of amiable lefvsi 
the eyes of S. Peter shined moft, for ha- 
ving fo long and often wept his (inn, 
the tongue of S. Chryfoftome for ha- 
ving converted Co many* the teeth of 
S . Appollonia for being pulld out con- 
feueing the truth ; the brea£ of S. Aga- 
tha were moftbrighjc^brbeingespo^i 
ijntoitebitfning ipiniers, rather theiijj 
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to deny her faith 5 the hands of St. John 
Almner, for having diftributed fo many 
dims, the feet of S. Xauerius for having 
travailed lb many unknown and barba- 
rous Countreys, for to lead the into the 
ibid of the holy Catholick Church, and 
fo of others: who altogether do ling 
infinite praifes unto the divine goodnes 
which hathfo well provided for them, 
■and for a little milery , rendred them fo 
much happinefs. Good Reader I ear- 
neftly defire, that thou couldft penetrate 
unto the bottom of my heart , for to 
fee the good place thou haft ther,doubt- 
lefs thou wouldft have great confidence 
In all that I propole unto thee , and thou 
wouldft receave it with the fame intenti- 
on as I deliver it , which is no other theit 
to make thee a Saint. Tell me then, if 
thou kne weft that after this hour , there 
remained for thee no more honor, im- 
ployment , eftate , greatnefi , dignity, 
nor place in this world, Wouldft thou 
not defire to have been the moft hum- 
ble of menin imitation of Jeius Chrift, 



and according unto the example of far. 
Biany Saints who now tryumph in hea* 
ven , wouldft thou not be pleaied to 
fc'ave yeelded a little of thy right, pre-; 
cedeance, and greatnefs , for to be 
placed among the friends of God. I de- 
mand of thee , if it be not delireable to. 
fce the meaneft of men for feme fewi 
Hionths , for to^be all thy life of the 
«jiiefeft of the Kings privy Councel* 
THnh$ well m it. ] 
Thou wilt ronclude , if thou haft not; 
loft thy common fence that it were mpft 
realbnable to be in the laft ranck in this 
tvorld, thatafter death the great Ma- 
ster Almighty God lay uuto thee.: 
friend 9 alcend as high in heaverf, a$. 
Ipr my love thou haft been humbled 01* 
earth, whichis mofteaiy* ' , . ,> 
X7\ /Hen one afcends an high 
V pbee , heis well pleafed tci 
have his cloak caried for him , to receavs 
at on the top of the mountain : if thoii 
iniift within two or three daies alcend 
ysoto the tribunal of God . .wilt thoif 
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ttotbe exceedingly comforted , to have- 
caufedmanyof thy goods to be carried 
thither by the poor ? certainly thou wilti 
have need of them to /over thee before: 
the Juftice of Almighty God, who, 
having been very liberal towards thee^ 
requires that thou be fo to the poor, is 
not this reafonable ? Thinkwelhn it' 

Refolve during life to put liberally 1 
thy goods in the Bank of God , that 
Ihoumayeft receave an hundred fold. 

IF thou wert at the laft gafp of thy lifel 
and thou shouldft lee at, the feet oJ§ 
thy bed the Mother of Mercy, who molt 
willingly receaves a pure foul comming, 
forth a chart body, wouldft thou nor; 
njelt with joy for having preferved the 
jurity of thy Body and Soul againft the? 
violent aflaults of the world, Devil j 
and Fleshy yvouldft thou not blefs Go4 
for having given thee the induftry to fl/ 
irom and avoid thefe infamous and rave^* 
aioiis Vultures , thele enraged' wol& ^ 
thefe wicked companions, which dc« 
toy all. O what pleafure, content, 
w u z a«4 
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and honour is it unto a brave Captain ? 
after having rnagnanimoufly defended 
thetreaftireofhisKing, in an unforti- , 
fied place , againft the furious aflaults 
of a puuTant enemy , and againft the 
domeftick trealbns he comes from 
thence tryumphant to tender thetreafure 
unto the King , and to be rewarded by 
him. Tbink.mUmit. 

Thou wilt firmly purpofe to shun all 
the ocaiions which may deprive thee of 
thistreafure, and, to abandon rather 
athouknd lives then to lofejt, bearing 
ibr thy device and cognizance. Rather 
te die a thou/and deaths then tt> defile my 
My. s 

IF within an hour thy foul should be | 
prayed for, as it may happen , feeing | 
ye are not fore of one hour and g 
shouldft call to mind the fpeechof our | 
Saviour 7 faying , as thou meaforeft | 
Unto others fo it shall be raeafored unto | 
thee , wilt thou not be well latisfied, 1 
fto have been meek \ fweet, benignc I 
and charitable towards all? Joyful for f 
\ . < their | ; 



Or Thinh$ weft on it. .77 
their good , and forry for their evil, to 
have interpreted all they did to a good 
fenfe , and to have alwaies (poken well 
of everyone j wouldft thou not wish 
that God should treat thee folThinkpell 
sa it. 

Determine to gain this virtue, more 
pretious then the Philofophers ftone \ 
for it will procure thee thole treasures 
without pam, which coft other* fb 
much labour and trouble. 
"\/\ 7 Hen thy foul shall take the 
V \ kft farewet of thy Body 
which it muft though never folate, who 
knowcswhethtritshail be to mor rwr 9 
wil she not thanke itmoft afiedionatfy^ 
for that by its temperance it hath open 
unto^her the gate tor to enter unto the 
marriage of the Lamb % will not she 
blefiall the Tafts , abftinenccs and mor- 
tifications which have gained her a good 
phtce in the eternal feaft ? which is bet- 
ter either for a little mdrfel t||^ caft 
forth of Paradife with Adam arid Eve, 
or for a (mall abftinence to enter into 

O iij Heaven 
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JJeaven with a multitude of Saints. 

•Thinkf mU on ft* 

Refolve to obferve temperance, 
.-which cannot be but dilcreet , for it is a 
^virtue , which will prolong thy daies in 
health on earth,and render thee eternal- 
ly happy in the Kingdom of Heaven, 

THouhaft often heard fay > that of 
three friends a man gaines in this 
world , to wit , Riches , Kindred , arid 
good works, there is but one onely 
%hi eh faithfully keeps him company m 
\the other world; the Riches leaves him 
In the bedasfoonashis ibul is expired , 
fox the fumptuous funerals which are 
often made, are more proper to aug-- 
ment the ambition of the living , then 
to afford any relief unto the dead , the 
Kindred feeme little more conftantih 
"Friendship , they accompany the body 
unto the grave with grief and tears j but 
I could not be deemed a Lyar, if. I 
should averr that very often they have 
. more mind to laugh then to weep , for 
if any one weep in good earneft , the 
^ *" ^ earth 
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earth hath no /boner deprived him 6£ 
the fight of the dead, but he hath loft 
the memory of him , If he be a Sonne 
Who hath buried his Father , he thinke'fc 
rather on what his Father hath left him l , 
then' to pray unto God for him? If He 
he a Husband whahath buried his wife, 
he dreames rather of the meanes to gain 
Another more rich , then to relive he* 
-tJead j the good workes accompany ufc 
•unto the divine Tribunalfthey plead our 
ciauie,&iiaving obtained for us a erowh 
of glory, remain with as , andareomr 
Ornaments for ever in Heave w, winch of 
thefe ^Friends wik thoa have. Thinfa 
Well on it. 

•- ; Deipife and neglect the firft which 
will abandon thee in the way, and ad^ 
hear not too much unto thefecond,who 
will leave thee at the grave; but afFe<ft 
and addicl thy felf unta the third which 
will accompany thee for all eternity ; * 

I F thou wert to be lard on a bed thfe ' 
evening, for to morrow morning 
to be carried unto the grave, which! 

d 4 know; 



know to have happen unto more the** 
four , wouldft thou not Be exceedingly 
content to have fufFered with patience 
the lofs of thy goods , thy renown, thy 
health, and all other things i and 
wouldftthounotrejoyce really for ha- 
ving moderated although with difficulty 
thy natural paffions \ wouldft thou not 
be infinitly eonfolated if God should 
tell thee : by thy Patience thou haft 
ved thy Soul , and thou shalt dwell witb 
me for all eternity in my glory S Thinly 

mil m it* ' 
Thou wilt conclude, that he is molt 

wife, who moderating his violent pa- 
Jfions % had rather recourfe in his affaire* 
unto the puiflant ayde of God , and fa 
gain a great Crown in Heaven* 
TTErelmakeanand of all my que- 
li ries , and only ask thee , if being 
at this hour to die 9 thou doft remember 
among the paynes and anguishes of 
death , that thou haft ufed a great dili- 
gence in the fervice of God and for thy 
fetation , that for it thou haft not fpa* 



Or Thinkf well tn it. %t 
red riches, life, nor honor, that for 
it thou haft imployed thy felf day and 
night with all poflible intention, that 
the glory of God, and the good of thy 
foul have been the two feet on which 
thou haft marched in all thy affaires 5 the 
two hands which hath made thee to la- 
bour alwaiesj the two eyes which hath 
conducted thee through ail I wouldft 
thou not be exceedingly cheerful and iu 
fulnels of delight , i? then preferring 
thy foul unto God , he shall demand of 
thee; whofe Image is this > thou canft 
anfwer, Lord, it is the Tmage of the 
moft holy Trinity which I have confer- 
ved inviolate the beftl could poflible^ 
washing it in the blood of Jef us Chrift , 
which I receaved in the Sacrament of 
Penance , when that I confefled any 
Sim I have thereunto »added , accor- 
ding unto thy intention , the imbellishp- 
ment of all the virtues I knew to pra- 
ctice affifted with thy divine Grace. O 
what pleafure wilt thou feel , when after 
thisanfrt'er , thou shalt fee the Father 

dj Omni- 
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Omnipotent give the kifs of "peace unto 
thy Soul , acknowledging her for his 
child! what.confolation, when the 
jnoft amiable Jefus shall imbraife it moft 
affe&ionatly as his dear Spoufe; what 
ravishment, when the Holy Ghoft 
shall place it on high among the Saints 
of Heaven as his dear beloved ? dear ' 
Friend I do befeech thee both for the 
good I wish thee, and for the ardent 
affettionl bear thee, Thinke well on it. . 
If thy patience being tired , thou telft 

ire , that I fing but one fong which is 
very importunate and troublefome and 
thit I break your brains with my. Think 
pellonit. 

' And thou shouldeft be exceedingly 
pleafedif I would think on it well my 
felf, and leave you in quiet , well,God 
be blefTed , I did -expect cleen another 
thing from a Perfon whom I lb dearly 
Jo yeand defire to fe rve in the important 
affaires of the falvation of his foul ; but 
patience , I will not any longer trouble 
' thee, and I will depart prefentiy , after 



Or Think? mil o n it. 8$ 
I havefaidthele two words 9 Thbk? well 
*n it or not Think? . on it. 

Thele things will not faile to happen, 
Thinke on death or Think?not onit y not- 
withstanding it will not leave approa- 
ching thee day ly , fo that all the world- 
ly power cannot make it ftop one mo- 
ment , nor make it avance before its 
time, moft happy are thole who often 
think on it, Ohowfweetand fair will 
they find it j miferable are thole that ne- 
ver think on it , O how hideous and bit- 
ter will they find it. 

Think? to give an account, Think? not 
on it y yet it muft be made, maugre 
thee who foeverthou art , Happy are) 
they who thinke to keepe them felves 
-alwayes ready .O how cheerfull will they 
departs unfortunate are thofe who are 
never, mindefull of it, O how cruelly 
shall they be treated ; 

Think? that there is a Heaven and a 
Hell , Think? not on it , neverthelefle 
moft aflliredly thou moft goe for all 
eternity unto the one or the other. 

4 6 Moft 
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appy are thofe who practice vu> 
tue which conduces them unto the firft^ 

0 how few are there. Miserable arc 
thole who are given unto vtee which 
leades them into the fecond, O what 
multitudes are there. But what do X* 

1 am al moft angry with one . whom 
I love as my lelfs excufe my deareft 
Friend I befcech thee , this little and 
fudden paflion , and remember not 
what I fayed laft ; Thinks or not Thinly 
m it. s Alas! all the contrarie, I doe 
conjure thee more then ever to, Thinhf 
m it with attention , to the end thou 
maiftatt better j permitt me to shew 
thee the meanes. 

O death , how bitter is the memory 
of thee unto a man enjoying peace 
•and content in his riches I 
> ; O death how fweet is the memory 
of thee unto a man having peace with 
his God I Chooie y thou haft freedome. 



THE 
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w*t& -ft n w§ *? ww if 1 § 

THE THIRD PART 

Certaine meanesaydingto do well 
what he would have ben done *, 
and to hender the doing of that 
which he would not have 
ben done in this lire. 

. # 

WHat better and more 
prevalent reafon can j 
give him, who is very 
deeply engraven in my 
heart , for to allift him in procuring his 
faluation ? then that which the Ht>\f 
<5hoft fayes in the y,of Eecle;My Sond, 
in all thy workes remember thy late* 
end and thou wilt not finne for ever J 
and what muft arrive then but Death , 
Judgment , Hell or Heaven ? thefe 
therfore are the things which he coun- 
fels us to remember, if we defire to feiv 
ve God faithfully, andneverto offend 
him. 

Death 
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Death. 

I have already helped thee with the 
firft , knowing it tobeboth the ea- 
fieft applyed, becaufe daily we fee fome 
on? or other dye , or heare the bell for 
fome buriall y and the moft proper re- 
medie to cure our fpirituall difeaies;, for 
thou never fo amY&ionatly fattened un- 
to anything, thefole thought of Death 
will eafiely untyeitj thehorle leech is 
not fo obftinately fattened unto the 
Body , but a few ashes will force him 
to qijitt his hold.. 

Be thou proud and the moft ambiti- 
ous that ever was , only confider that 
after death all will trample on thee , and 
thy bones shall not be diftinguished fro 
thole of the poorett begger, - who per- 
haps will be happy in Heaven , when 
thou shalt burneiri Hell, afturedly this 
confideration will render thee humble 
and make thee to efteeme all. 

J fuppofe thee to be the moft avari- 
cious in the world , and to thinke on 
no other thing then to gaixie riches i if 

thou 
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thou wouldft confider with lob , that 
the rich Man being awaiked from the 
fleepeof death shall finde nothing of 
what he had gathered together and o- 
pening his eyes in the other life he shall, 
find nothing but torments which he 
hath merited by his rapine : thou wilt 
of neceffity moderate thy disordinate 
affection which thou haft towards pe-n 
rishable and momentary riches. ~ 
When thou haft the moft violent 
• paffionto be efteemed and to be loved, 
| ffthou should confider , that in a mo- 
ment after thy death all thefe Gallants 
will be fled and not one will remaine 
with thy Body j thou wouldft not Jeeke 
fo much to pleafe them , thou wouldft 
not yeeld unto fo many remiffe , effe- 
minate and unworthy condefcendments 
j which blemish the reputation and are 
caufe of the damnation of many. 
If thou wert the greateft foole and the 

moft paffionate of lovers , for any hu- 
manebeauty do but .'imagine thy. belo- 
! vedto be deade and putrified, as she 

muft 
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muftbeone day, it will be impoflible 
that the flame which burnes thee be not 
immediatly extinguished 5 O howeaiie 
it istofubduethe flesh whilftit is ali- 
ve and found, if one confider what, it 
will be when it is dead* 

J fthouwert as hardened with malice 
as Pharao,andfor all the miracles of the 
world thou wouldft not bend unto the 
will of God, no more then he did, if 
death should enter into thy thought, 
thou wouldft prefently yeeld unto rea- 
fon, as he did as fbone as it appeared in 
his Kingdome and in his owne houfe. 

I know not whether it be true which 
fbme report of Panders that they ma- 
keufe of dead me skulls as a remedie^ for 
all their difeales; but I am moft certayne 
that the memorie of death is a moft 
powrfulland afficacious meanes to cure 
all fpirituall evils and to reftore the foul 
unto perfect health. King David vere- / 
ryes my afifertion : my lord , layes he I 
had great difficulty to pardon injuries 
and wrongs which my enemyesdidme, 

charity 
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ehaftity feemed unto me very hard to 
keepe , contempt was intolerable y and 
in-deed , , J found all thy commande- 
merits al moft impoflible *but when ie* 
f ioufly I confrdered that all here are traV 
fitory , and that I muft die , this narow 
way became of its ielf wide and large > 
• ehaftity appeared eafie, pardoning of 
eriimfcsrealonable, and all thy precepts 
light. 

If the remembrance of Death def- 
troyerh finn y the oblivion' of it dotb 
intcrtaine and, nourish it : for Efaias 
ca. 47. counting the finns of Babtlon 9 
and the punishments with which God 
Would afflid them, fay es, that the cau- 
fe of thole evils was that they did not re- 
member Death. Jeremy feekeing the 
origine of the vices which reigned in the 
City of Hieru&lem affirmes it to be no 
other, then the little mindefulnes they 
had of their end. 

SAtan having had a long experience of 
% the foveraigne vinue of this remedie, 
end eavors by all meanes to hender man 

from 
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from making ufe of it. lean not better 
ttiake thee comprehend his malicious 
inventions then by the catching or kil- 
ling of woodculvers which are wilds; 
Pigeons r the bird catcher or Fowler 
paving found the tree on which they 
fettle and rood at night in troopes(for 
ihey arebirds thatconfort together in- 
jaiultitudes ) choofcth an abfeure and 
darke night y and takes others with 
guns and drums , being arrived at the 
place,, they begin to beat the drum*, 
tfie but foftly y for fearethat the Birds 
- should fliya way, and increasing the 
noyfe by little and link , they enure 
*jiemfo unto the found, that they at 
Jaft beat the drummes with all their for^ 
$e , with out ever fritghtrng the Pige- 
ons ; in the meane while one creepes j. 
#roto the foot of the tree, where heholds 
candle which he had in a darkekh* 
tejhe , the woodculvers whichi are de~ 
>Jfefeted with light defcende unto the 
"lower branches of the tree to enjoy the 
Jigh% then . they shoot , andat every 
$*v*i. shore 
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shdttthey kill many, the others which 
were higher thinking their companions 
•fled . not hearing the gunne by reafbn 
of the none the drummes make , takes 
their place and are alfo killed 5 Behold 
-the explication of this; the tree repre- 
sents the world , the wood Culvers are 
the men, the Fowler is the Diveh% 
who intices and allures them unto him* 
Self , with pleafures , honors and riches^ 
YVhieh are like little fires or lights , a 
bout which men fly whiles death ftri- 
kesthem, their companions never take 
notice ofthe blow, by reafon of the 

freate noife which the vtfbrld makes , 
guredvvel by the drummes; So that 
one hath no Iboner quitted thefe fmal 
fplendors, but an other courts and (ee- 
kes them ; one hath nofooner left any 
benefice or office , but an other flyes 
thether , and fo all pafle , all die^arjd 
the grateft part are loft fbrciibt ^W^^s_ 
Efficiently ben warned by the deadly 
others ; that if any one hath reflect^ 
on it , if any one hath ben moved, thefe 
■»*••' . refent- 



reientments a* quickly pane , as a flash 
of lightning ; and even as we lee hogs 
hie together in troupes , grunt,, and are 
affrighted when any one of them is kil~ 
led , but he is no iboner dead , then eve- 
ry one returnes unto his former imploy- 
raent* this unto his wallowing in mire, 
that unto his rooting with his nofe the 
earth , an other to fill hfm felf in the 
ttough; evenfo when a man is dead , 
the neighbowrs areaftonished, thedo~ 
meftikes weepe , the kindred are aggrie- 
ved i but as Jbone as he is buried, every 
one returne unto his affaires , unto his 
formerpaffiorisaad vices. Butifollhad 
a lively and courageous fpirit, md z ' 
profound Judgment one word in a 
hundred yeares , or to- fee one dead 
would be fiifficient to convert all thofe 
who should fee it, and confidere iferi- 
oufly thai the fame muft infallibly hap- 
pen unto them felves : from whence 
then proceeds fo fmal profitt I Thinly 
mil on it. 

Thou wilt finde that it proceeds , 

either 
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either from the malice of the DiveIl,who 
deprives thy foul of this profitable 
thought , and diverts itotherwayes, if 
great care be not taken * or from the in- 
cpnftancie of thy imagination , which 
is fo wavering that itknowes not how 
to remaine long on the fame thing , if 
it be notconftrained by often reflecti- 
ons, therfore Ideeme itmoft necefla- 
rie, if thou dehreft to profitt by this 
meanes, that when thoubegineft any 
bufines , thou confiderifll how thou 
wouldft have done it * if prefently 
thou were to die. More , that once a 
month thou retired into a folkary pla- 
ce, anddifmifling all other thoughts , 
nroftrat at the feet of a Crucifixe either 
in thy chamber, orin a Church, thou 
ferioufly thinkeft on the/e three or 
four points. ' . - i 

That the end of thy life will come 
very (bone , perhaps before the month 
be ended. 

^ That nthou muft leave all thou haft 
in this world, honors, richers and 



pleafures , carrying nothing with thefe 
puttheremorle of' thy confidence, and 
'the finns which thou haft committed, • 
That the Body having given up the: 
Ghoft after many pay nes aiwUonfli&s,; 
shall be fowed hi a poorer sheete, layed. 
' in the grave , and reduced into ashes ,: 
being forgotten of all the world. 
• That the foul shall be happy if at the 
houreof Death., it be in good ilate^ 
but moA miferabie if it be in mortall- 
finne, and into what pan foevenit be 
carried, into Heaven or into Hell, it 
fJhall remainether for ever*.* and theft- 
imagining thy felf to be at the laft gaf- 
pe, and holding the Crucifix in thy, 
-hand , fay-'with fervor. . 

Omoft mercifull Iefus , my fiippor* 
.and my ftrength ,111 whom I be* 
leeve ,in whom 1 hope , whom I lpvs 
sm.d «ver wHf loye, afforde me at jhis 
^ojui e thy poweijftill hand for to <kpa*t 
fecurely. I confefle before the whole; 
Vorld , .thatmy miferable life hath ben 
ireplenished with many, great wicked? 
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liefles , .* of which I heartely repent my 
felf, and I do confide that thy infimt 
goodnes will pardon me and not per* 
mitt my foul to be loft , for which thou 
gaveft thyn on the Cfofle. No, I can 
not beleeve.tbat thou wilt repulfe me ^ 

0 my deareft Ie/us, for i am flesh or 
thy flesh , bone of thy boue., fonn of 
thy Father , thou alfo calft me thy 
Brother. Therfbre my Brother , feing 
thou haft taken my humanity , to give 
me thy divinity, deliver meat this hoitf 
*e from the throat of the lyon. I kifle 
ihis fide from , whence proceeded my 
happynes, open it untame, and wasH' 
titiy ordures and impurities with the wa-» 
ter and blond which iffuedirqm thence^ 

1 adore, thefe hands which , were nailed 
for me , unto them I recommend my 
foul , they have createdme, they will 
lave me. Jiionor thefe wpu^des , iif 
which I will hide my fejf , untill the 
cholerof my judg be patted, r v ' A 
•J...P/'<^ftiaH Father, be unto foe 
propitious , .and remember thai \mf 
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ftnnes have ben chaftifed withal rigour 
in the perfon of thy moft beloved Sonn, 
O my lord Jefus Chrift permitte notthe 
the infinit price of thy blond to be un 
profitable unto my foul. O holy Ghoft, 
fortefy me with thy grace, that I do 
not faileor be fubduediuthis loft-con* 
flict. O Mother of God , who hath ben 
moft charitable aiid &vorable unto me 
all my lifetime , be fo now in this 
moment I befeech thee , on which de- 
pends all my felicity. O S. Michael who 
has the commiflion to prefent Souks, 
unto the divine Tcibunail, and to de- 
fend them from the enemy , I «* OI »"j 
mend mine unto thee. Ogood Angell 
guardian, helpe me* O all yee & of 
Heaven come unto my fuocour , thai 
kaving-this earth , I may afcend into 
Heaven for to prayfe eternally with 
yee our fbveraigne Creator, 
The Judgment* 

TH« confederation of Judgment 
which followes Death is notlefft 
profitable , then that of death* if it I* 
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maturely pondered 5 when I reprefent 
unto my felf, fayes Job, the juftice;im- 
pattiality , and rigour of the divine 
judgment and the exact account I muft 
render, I am fo frighttfed with my (inns, 
that I am enforced to refblue to shun 
them more then the greatft evil what fo 
ever.The Saints conducted by the Holy 
Ghoft do exhort thee to thinke on it 
often : place thy felf before the eyes of 
this Soveraigne judge, advifethS;Gre- 
gorie, feare him no w, to the end that 
abftaining from . vice , thou mayft not 
fearehim when he shalljudge thee , re- 
member the name of that icing, who 
feihg the picture of the general! judge- 
ment entred into fuch a ftrong apprehe- 
£011 that he was almoft dead. Certes 
if thou rightly imagine what it will be, 
thou wilt ftifle all the imperfections of 
thy Soul. St. Hierolhie had not a better 
practice for to triumph oiier vice , and 
to addict him unto all virtue , whether 
Ieate, fayes he, drinke, fleepe,orwa- 
&e, and in alii ^do > itfeemes to me that 
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I heare tliis dreadfull and terrible voice; ; 
Arife yee dead and come vnto judgment, 

IN good earned, if thou kneweft af- 
furedly , that within two or three 
. hours thou wert to be liimmoned to an- 
fwer before the Tribunal or God, 
>wouldft thou dare ? O ! for the love of God 
.mark what I ask thee : wouldft thou dm 
yet once more , I befeech thee , think 
well on what thou wilt anlwer : wouldft 
-thou well dare to refolve, to appear at 
the J udgment of God * 

IN this fearful and terrible Judgment , 
where thou shalt find affembled the 
:great Councel of the King of Kings , 

- who hath ordained this hour for to de- 

- cide wholly and juftly the criminal pro- 
icefs of. thy Confcience. Ptocefs, in 

winch will be examined exactly all the 
'patts of thy life, a Profcfs where will be 
• determined the final fentence of thy; e- 
: ternai felicity or mifery. PVoiddjl Mm 
dare I fay , to appear in the condition 
thou art , for to plead thy caufe> Tho* 
who art fo bashful and fearful , when 
/ ' thou 
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thouart taken in never io little a faults 
Thou wouldft thou dare to behold a Per- 
^nofquality. Thou who trembleft at 
the Jeaft apparent danger : mm thm 
tare , appear in the prefence of him be- 
fore whom the moft puiiTant Monar- 
chies^ the earth tremble ; the hiVheft 
Seraphms hide themfeives with S 

wing S ,„otbdngabletoendureandlI: 
hold the bnghtneis offo great aMajeftl • 
Ah ! for the facred and bitter Paffion li 
Jefus Chriftj Think Well on it °* 

thy body is in danger to fall i mo tJ J 
handset the Apparitours of the Sove! 
r^nj udg who will lead thee dire<*fr 
before this dreadfuf Parliament ; iS 
A a* in atrance with the imagination I 
We of fei„g t h ee at Barr fofto aXerJ 
being ftronglyaccufed. 

DUt, by whom? by thy mortal ene- 
" mie , s > or rather, immortal ; w fo 
out of the hatred which they bear thee 

^^^^^^ 
proach thee withal, i„ this great and 



fnaieftkal affcmbly : by whom ?by thofe 
who heretofore have been thy good 
Friends i as the BieiTed Virgin, thy 
rood Angel , ib many Saints , who hath 
ikkenfo great paines to lave thee , it 
thou vvouldft have barkened unto them 
to whom ? by the complices and confe- 
derates of thy vvickednefs , vyho are 
enraged againft thee , and by thy own 
Conscience which will lay open unto 
a Jl the world, all thy *mr* rfeftions, 

But ofwhatshalt thou be accuiedj 
^f all in which thou haft not kept the 
fcommandements God gavethee 
holy inflations which he moft loving- 
ly fugsefted unto thee : , of dU which 

the eftate unto which God hath ; calle£ 
thee, ofioll whicr^ou haft done tp 
fattsfy thy unruly paflions. faU yyhich 
.thoit haft negleAed todoe forthe glory 

.Of G0d. ' ," ' '■ - ; -1 , l v . % 

But, how accufed* with fo mud*| 
affurance; of thy adverte. Party that 
nobody will dare' to ; reply , or ipealc 



Or fhinke well on h. tot 
one word in thy behalf and defence* 
with fo much evidence , of all thy im- 
perfections that not one of them can be 
hid or disguifed : with fo great remorie. 
of thy Conference , that thou wile ac~ 
knovvledg all : with fo much shame, 
that thou wilt defire the mountatnes to. 
fall on thee. Is not this dreadful \ TUn\{ 
well on it. 

Haying thought on it ferioufly j if 
thou doft not conceave a great rear , if 
thou trembleft not vvithtertour, par'-; 
donmelbefcech thee , if'I doubt and' 
miftruft the verity of thy faith, for how, 
can I be affured that thou bekeveft right 
Iy , if thou makes no reckoning and es- 
teem of things fo important, and con- 
cernesthee fo muchj what meanes to 
be perfwaded that thou regardes it , if 
when it is prefented unto thee \ thy> 
Heart remaines colder then marble, ani 
inore hard then fteel. \$herefqre ^ 
earneftly endeavour to know thy (t\£? 
feeing that thoushak be rnoftrigoxoufly 
judged. 

O 



istss fenfer-y him 

O Great affair is itto appear for to 
anfwerbeforefo great a Court , it 
is exceeding misfortune to be acculed 
by every one , to be charged of grievi- 
euS crimes , but that which furpaffeth 
atl imagination ; is to be judged at the 
M appeale by the Soveraigne Judge of 
J udges : this every one ought to appre- 
hend v vith horrour that is not wholly 
deprived of reafori , this will make e- 
very one to yeeld that is riot vvorfe then 
aTurfc , this will caufe every; brie t6 | 
vveep y that beleeves he hath a loul ; 0 J 
fall into the hands of God, for to b£ f 
feverly judged, to be in tlje povver of j 
»o more abenigne Father , for to cori^ 1 
demn us without favourbr m£rcy ~£tb" | 
fee chaftized no more by the chaft lamb '§ 
who did lb amoroiuly shed even uritb' ^ 
thelaft dropof his blood , for to give | 
lis Heaven. But by the roaring Lyon g 
of Juda vvho comes to take levehgt of 
aHthe faults committed againft hitoV O 

feleand without mercy ! O judgment 
V full 



Or Thinks Well on it. 10$ , 
fttttqf terrour! Eutvvhat, is there, no 
meanes to procraftinate , delay or p*o4 
long it never fo little > No no , to de^ ; 
mand any liich th ing , is but time loft. ; 
vvheteijore delay it , feeing the crimes, 
ate manifeft > the, offender hath not any,, 
thing to reply ; it is a very great roily tot 
only think on it 1 the jcnowledg of thy; 
j udg is it not infinite ? is not his bounty; 
and goodneis unlimited ) unto yyhorit ;; 
canft titou make thy addrefs yvha^. 
more benign? his juftice is it not the rule 
of all 'juftiqel unto what Cpurt^lt thou 
appeale ^ [that .can he; mote juft ? Jus: 
power is it nor the omnipotence ; p£;% 
God ? whpxan refift or contradict him* 
Jhi^mej^okp;, ■ •., ..... 
<( i /Turne tieejoii all fides , and puttthjp. 
ftlfin all ppfturesv, retire thee in wjiat:* 
place thou wilt , it-is : done with thee ^ 
thou canft not . expect. any thing but* 
this great ftoroie which is ready to? rait 
on th^heade, , and to make thee^knbir y 
\^^ho% art Imbft jujKy. opnde^niie^ 



194 -c» sWl^.^*^ 
• A J^^ ' condemned? but ro : ^J#?i 
J~$L.to what ? to be never more the? 
Child of the eternal! Father who ; hai 

adopted thee by Creation, # whatly* J 

Jotffethejnher^ J 

l^j purcfafedfe thee in ieAyen , - b# ,| 

his bitter Faffioji, To,what\. to 'be fpj| I 

everfeparated from the delightfiilL an£ | 

glorious Society of t^e Sa£re^^%p^ 5 j 

qf ' the Angels r and Saints , t : wha 4i4 f 

expect „th^.y-.fear^^.--p^y^/.j!pq^ vjiAb- | 

tfienv P ; ii^mi^'V0; ^rueU-fcpa^ar | 

tion I TJowkat* unto : tonijcntRa thou* | 

jjand times more intolkrable then all J 

the Tyrants could ever invent r unto.Fk | 

re iithouiand times more burning then- | 

thefe of this . world i Fire.,4dwaps Ja* ; | 

aririg without light > fire aj^ayestbiijr-f f 

ning without diminishing. ;! is nc* this § 

Efficient for thee , who cannotendure j 

the roughnes of a haire doth? is not this | 
tbomuch for thee who can not fuffer 
without complayning the prick: of a 
pinn> Think? ml! on it . 

< For my part I am at a (land, being u- | 

liable 



Or rtinkf welo* it, Uf 
nable to refblue to heare this lentencc 
agatnft thee , which will make to trem-* 
ble the Heavens, earth and Hell. Got 
thou curfedbegon far from me for ever^fince 
tphen ther was time thou woutdfinot firm 
me : depart from hence for to weepe in the 
bottemkffe pitt , becauftthou haft not done 
if on earth Gett thou away for to burnt 
in the fire , which ca^ngthee * thoufinl 
paines never shall confume thee. Got thw 
untc ttht r company of ' tfc Divch, who wM 
mak£ fhes ' pay moft dcaielffif*lf tbc f& 
prof tfyitfe. Who can imagine the ra^ 
ge with which the Divels will ietze 6& 
thee * the promptndle with which they 
^ffi toWnent thee in HelKDeare Frlenct, 
is it hot true that if this misforturie 
should happen unto thee , Alas !Goi 
of his goodnes pre&rve thee from it, S 
itnot true,that thou wouldft profound- 
ly figh,and fay with a lamentable voice! 

• 0 if! had but one day of thofe which 
I have fo unfortunatly loft , if I could 
finde an houre of time which f haye 

e v evel- 



€ve%j*npioyed , if at leaft diieqt^tte* 
of aivhoure were given me , foit6faye| 
good peccavi. • ■ 

. O with what a good Heart would I 
fyphb Ohow I would cad myMtfWA 
toy kitetsl O how would IknoekJhy 
breaft! iow great agritfe wpuIdHiave 
for my finnes. But what hendtrs $he* 
^rom doing all this now? wherfore doeft 
thou delay ir 5 courage , I doe conjujre 
fhee by dl t&tis moMeare unto thee* 
j€aft ; ,th^letf o»-i;thy^.kneti».^->fay£^itf. 
good peccfth but jay it ftakdly ^ - and 
|With feeling % : • r 
v • nMercy^ o my God^ mercy* I repent 
with altoy Heart 

thy divine goodnes ^ beeaulr. thwart 
iny:good God , and my Ail ^toe^ee 
and honor thee abdue ill tiling :4 tv|| 
jiever more oifefld thee thp grace aflifi 
ting me , ; and I will al .vayes avoyed 
t he oecafions of finning ; h* fttisia^io^ 
^f my paft ;j6uits; I ^fe^hee>m^life 
iand all i have. Receave me ^I bei&c| 
ifeee^ fmce thou baft^ov^^Ml^cfe:- 



Or T^mfyml^fhi 
^through ^be merits ofthySohniJ^ 
fu^Chrift, and never perriiiccme to 
fend thee againe. ' 

i t-y- ■\:.-- : ' : ^y : -Hell. r. ; 

j^Herarethdfewhodeemeitumnaa 
V« ^^v'J^iiveiueiit^idiitt a generous 
andbravefpirite shoiild make ufe ofthc : 
confideracion of/Hell^ for to shun vice£ 
and fo^addift himfelf uhtb the iemc£ 
o£Q64y $?ho haying made all for love',- 
witt that-we^rveihim for love; Serious? 
lyl dpiltiot ce^ceayehow &shall^;uik 
Jawfull lb* any one to practice to da 
well by this meanes , feing St; John 
IJaptift n0de uie pf it , to le^de all ihc 
W*>r|d unto God; )Preachingkalow4 
mk&ktoty&ibM every tree^ that a*{t&; 

>€«ery: (Man that doth riot yreeld 
£op& fruit y shall be cutt downe and 
caft into ?$e £re : ;the Saviour of our: 
Sauls m the fermon of his lalt fupper 
printed uitfohirD^ 
medie^ for to oblige them to be alwayes 
dutifuli and; iiobedient , even as , flayed 
■tettii^dl^^tl^Xvlne branches being 

fepa- 



feparawd from the ^f^^t^s^of 
fecaft into the fiifc j^even Ja tb^ 
shall becaft out of my company^ sitafi 
look allthe •g^fe.«i^vyi : tk ; .vit^|i|'. 
had to rfoegobd yknd.shalfcethfoiinc 
into the ccernal fire. St* ;Aa^a«^ 
Jatei* that St. Antftony affaulted witfc 
ftrong and violent >-cempi3tiUG^s^'inv^ti^ r - 
feeginning of his holy lite overcame the 
viddrioufly by jferibufly thinking <>J§ 
die torment? .^ilelli^^^'Mcw^w- 
ftes recounts^ &at^ 
even loft and *ea<^td«onmsitt a- 
finn , he caft him felf on the flrff#$ 
permitting iin^lftaburnea MewEBl | 

Martinian if thpM canA^dtethmor^ 
nail fiames^ wither this fih^ekhcrarjarl 
goeing to feptnitiitt will ui&llibfy lead* 
thee jlfthou relents fo inuch this te«^ 
tiorall fire ^hich% extinguished M'itfe ^ 

portable , tyhat will bethe^tcrnal^Kfii 
tohich rieyer ;be iextittgaishtd^fe|; 
das «eaaes h€ vapguwhed thr tcmpa^ 



0#&ink&eti:on it. 
lino, ?, fell^ingv that this remedte 
ft* ^wfdfijsdble I be feech thee Think$ 

f^pO tneend that tnoq mayft make 
s> J^Yk^ore; profitable , inquire of any 
one that fotowesJt ^^Aar--Hell^' }m 
will tell thee that itls- a country full of 
obfeure darknes and noifome ftinkes ^ 
vher there is no order,but an imollera* 
hk horror j ahd v eternal confufiom 
Salomon will aiTure thee i^at hi is * 

fir man corne^ that is fallen there m 
Jfayas will explicate it unto thee , thai 
k is a Prifon full of a^tnoft vehement 
fire ,g^hich although it be of the; fame 
mturea withbthe ete 
Comparably more efficacious ;-tot. tor* 
sbent ^bfcc4jk& it doth not a& with the 
folttiBAti^ as theXinfiruS 

inet of the infinif lUvule ^dtt'er of God, 
Which isdevated to torment ifcer diinV 
ncd ^ as much as G^ 
^n^he^celtts ne^de&Mot 

hidi ' . ' ' " • never 



never b$^xtiiigui$hed , becaufe it is Ife? 
breath pf. O^^-'tQ.twitt^LKhisiii^ri^j 
power that kindles it according unto 
J&yas." The Divines hold that it is re- 
plenished with all [fortes of evils > landV 
vpyed of all good > it is in vayne for. to 
dilputeofit , layeth the devout; Rut 
broqtiius ; for when we have iaied all 
that can be fayed of the paynespf Hell^. 
it will be much lefle in cpmpariibn of 
wAat it is , then a drop of water cpmpa* 
red unto the whole Qcean 5 S. Auguftine 
in one ofhis e,piftles layeth , that a dead 
span railed to IJfe by the touching of St. 
Hierofmes baire shirt teftefyed unto Stfe 
jCyrille gishop of Hierufaleni that tbfc 
torttients of the other life ; were fegrealE£ 
that if .any pne had expejaminteSitW 
Jeaft ,he would choofe rather, to> be eyejn 
unto the, day of judgment in a furnace , { 
wber all the fire of the world was inclo> 
fcd , then tpfuf&r one day in Hell .* arii 

not thefe thingfrdr^adfull?^^^ &t& :> 
Nd fpH 

jf\$ernard >: dejeend oftenjnt® HeJJ 

whUft 



Or TM»f(e toeU oii k. 'ihF 
wffift thoWliveft by thy meditations to 
the end that after thy death thou beeft< 
not shut up there for al eternity. ; * : 

Conlider ad viiedly ftp W the Souls oft 
the danined are hideoufly tortured, be^f 
catile they lee thenkefves deprivei* for 
all eternity of thevnion of Gdd :: -itcri* 
riient farr greater then can be imagined -, 
in this world. >>f ~\":[ — •> : ■•>:, 
, All their powers are full of bitternes 
and anguish inexplicable y the MemdiStf 
with the remembrance of paft : plealure$ 
and ipf future evils , the uhderftanding 
with the perfecl; knowledg of all it hatft 
dbne ; , preferring the creatures before 
N the Creator the tranfitorie' gdods and 
pteafures : > before thole which shall 
'•fafe haveiin-erid j the will with ari inra^ 
ged hate which they have againft Gbcfc 
which fwifrmakethem utter a thoufand 
blafph^rnies ; the imagination with die 
lively apprenenfio of the prefent payeiiiS 
and yeet more to follow ; r 
SThe fa€it£ks with farr greater heate 
agaM^m^h^-'ttoih^oUr' inflamed 

* coaks 



*n ?ehfe\~y hen 

coales againft a Barr of Iron which it 

burnes and inflames in the Furnace. 

The remor/eof Conference excefuV 
vely/gna wes and vexes, for themeanes 
reprcfenting themielves, which it hath 
had of iaJvation,afthough it doth not re- 
pent of the iinn, as an offence againft 
God , yett it burftes with griefe and ra* 
ge for having committed the evil which 
hath ruined it. E&u roared like a lybnj 
feeing thatfbrafmal dish of porridge he 
had lofl his right of inheritance; dhve- 
damned Soul doth yet worfe , knowing 
that for a short plealure, for a bale re* 
veng , for a little word she hath loft 
Heaven : in good earneft , is not this ail 
feeft^ble iiearc breaker Tbinkewell m: : it? 

MArke howthelkj^ shafl therfci^ 
fer an inluppombkfire^rit shall 
be eaft into an extreame cold, it shall be 
hammered cruelly on moil hard Anvi- 
fes , broken on wheels^ grounded i n a 
mill , Cut and shred with rafotib; jjfer* 
<?ed with leances. Infine, Imagine all 
fhe punishments- that the Tyrants have 



Or TH&eptUmit. V$: 
invented to tprment the v MartyreSj the> 
bi aien Buls , boiling Cauldrons, Com- .> 
hes of Iron., Cronos * Fires ,Rafottrs, 
aUthis wasbutaneefie and short Fren^ 
t^hip s toito w^jefet^e #a^ t 
the damnedtP; fuflfor in all the parts tf\ 
their Bodies blut eJpectally in tbeitfiv^ 

^ The fight shallbe crndly torme^% 
whfr&ic^^ 

deprtying them o£ ^fi^km^^i^ 

%t^fc^|^the^ ]^pmm^h^ 
i^rtunatcleernefle, which sbaircanie^ 

them to fee hideomand ghaftly fpecTa~, 
*Jes of their tormentaty and ifojns^ 
#?ajy^apes^ 
|grs^ tW^ipf w hictshill he^ ims^ 
k$M$fc without anyrdaxatipn>\^ 
i^e^eing tfom Divell liable M 
c^iethedeathpftJie moft couragious,, 
whafcshalldQi,^ 

^ble fpjs^aclc; ofallthe Diyels and thfi 

damned;!^ i-^- ^ - . •• ^ 

frighted, witfctti^ 

dread* 



i*4 Penfizry ty** 

dreadfull bowlings , and with moft exe-* 
creable blafphemies which thefemiiera- 
Wes shall utter againft them ielves , and : 
againflGod. Imagine a thouiaud Pep* 
jjle in the fire even unto the chinn, eve- 
ry one lamentably crying , hpw iniup^ f 
portable will their clamors be ; [and - 
what is this in comparaifon of a Jjun«*> 
dred thoufand mjlllions of thk damned 
T^hichburne in tjell i The Ambitious # 
sJhalllaye I defpaire with griefe ; Curitrd 
vanities which ba^ brought nie het}ier> 
the Avaritious , shall complained am/ 
enraged with the.payi^s^ curfcd richel^ t 
fes , which are the cauie of my euil ; the? 
Laicivious shall yell burne,; curied* 
pleafures which have kindled me ,4^fk 

<- The Tafte inportuned with an .esceg$ 
ding hunger and extraordinary thMl* 
shall have fbrviandeloathfomes Toady 
a|id the galipf Dragons for dnnke, this 
sl>all but increalethe Hungerand thir% 
wnefleth the curjjbd Richman v woo 
almoft $wp thoufand ys$e$ 4§f> 
. man- 



or ThMf well in it. 115 
manded a drop of water for to afiuage 
the thirft which did torture him , and 
as yet hath not obtained it, nor ' never 
shall. 

The Feeling shall be tormeritM) 
through all that is fenfible by fire r ^ 
which shall penetrate even unto the 0 
marrow, cold shall fucceede, which 
shall congeale the bloud with in th6- 
veines with sharpe athes : an hundred 
times in foure and t^ii^^ hbtires the" 
flesb Shall be tbrrie and the> boiies bro* 
ken , and as often rediritegriite>iand r^ 
paired , ail hundred times shall > bfc 
f owred on the Body boiling oyle*' 
itielted lead 'f arid thej Shall iiot con* 1 
feme. ^ ■^■i^r^ / v^m-m 

c The Smelling shall be ink^ed w^ 
ftirikiiig and rioifeme rniells, which 
shit exhale not only Bom the ilifUK 
phiired fire ; arid the tainted finkes of 
Mell^^ut^alrorBmth^^ 
damned i^Odbrs 'fp^iriftippprcabjle that ! 
S^Bona^nt'Ure affirtttes, ^at ^e/Bo^ 

d^ofthkta 
. . .fccY 
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*i6 ft njes^-y Men 

&& the whole world with th^plagtre. 

In the lives of the Fathers it is writ- 
ten , that a certaine religious man dam- 
ned appeared unto his companion who ., 
asked him , ifthepaines of Hell were 
fo cruel as they preach : know, anfwe- 
red he , that they arc fuch, that the ton- 
gues of men are not able to explicate 
the rigour of them. Couldft thou not 
give me fbme proofs , faied the compa- 
nion el will, repfkdthe damned,wouldft 
thou fee, heare, tafte or feele them; 
Alas I fayed the Religious , I am ^not 
able to lee or heare themg, for lam too 
v timerous, nether to feelethero, being 
too. delicate , much lefle am I able to 
tafte them , having lb weake a ftomack; 
but I should be content to fraell them, 
never the lefle as favorably as may be: 
this being layed , the damned opened 
his cloke, with which he feemed to. 
be covered* from whence ifllied Co 
horrible ftinke , that all the Religious 
were cotiftrained to leave the Monaftef 
ry , without ever being able to inhabite 

there 



6r Think? »eS on it. lay 
there againe: ifonedamne foulcauied 
fo great infection, what shall, J pray 
thee, fo many millions of Souls and bo- 
dies burning in Hell caufe? Think? well 
w it. 

ADde unto all thefe evils the com- 
bkandchiefeofall thefe miferies, 
which is, that all thefe cruet! torments 
shal never have an end;mydeare Fried, 
at this word Never r thy Heart though 
never ip couragious doth it not faft? 
tbeelyes, jieyer the iniferable damned 
shal shal .have an end of their paine; 
after an hundred yeares torment,a thou- 
jpuid of yeares begin , and they being: 
ended, van hundred thoufand are be? 
^ning, and jai^r them fucceeds as ma? 
ny milnons as there are drops of water 
iti the" Sea , and. Athomes in the aire/, 
and after all tKis ther will remaine an 
eternity intire , O eternity , thou art 
• exceeding J, O eternity :> thou art. mc)£ 
horrible | 0 "eternity , thou art badly 
cohfidered 1 £terrii]ty j Eft?rniry.:O tie 
Weighty word Eternity .If one were for 

tenn 



ii8 Penfc-ytien. 
term yeares to lye on a foft bed , and ; 
ftreu ed with rofes , what a great tor- 
ment this would be * if one were coii- 
ftrained for twenty yeares to have his 
eyes fixed on the moft agreable object 
of the world, what anguish and wea- 
riiomnes would it caule > if thy eares 
during fifty yeares were inforced to 
heare the moft ravishing , mufick on 
earth, would it not be infupportaWe ? 
Alas! O my God \ what will be the e^ 
ternall paine which with out any miti- 
gation or iblace, will continue foj.cr 
ver ? to be couched for ever on moft 
ardent coalesj tpfwallowalwaycs moft 
bitter gall * and wormwood mingled 
with the foame of Serpents, to fee for 
. ever the hideous and inexplicable shapes 
of the divels : to heare alwayes the en- 
raged mufick of horrid blaiplietnies 
which , the damned shall utter againft 
God : to miell the ftinkes and the intol- 
lerable tirifedions of Hell for all eter- 
nity : 

For ever, Alas my God ! alas, how; 
; long 



Or Thinkf Wclf pn it. 119 
long is this for ever ! that shall never ; 
have an end, nor reft , it is exceeding 
long ; to fuffer for ever, it is a miferie 
without a fecondi ifit were fprathou- 
fand yeares , one might hope that it 
would have an end , but forever, my 
foul likes it not. O! For ever y & great 
for ever , which never can be compre-t 
hended ; this eternall ever , frights ray 
Soul; confidering this ever^ what Heart 
doth not fayle and tremble. > 
Heaven, - 

THeconfideration of Heaven muft- 
needes be a very efficacious mea- 
, nes for tp withdraw us from vice , and 
, to leade us unto virtue : feeing jhatthe 
Prince of the Apoftles made ule of it for 
to excite Prelats to juftly performe their 
duty : firmely believe yee, fayes he unto 
: them , that in recompenfe of your fide- 
lity , and labours which yee have taken 
- in the government of foulsyyee shall re- 
ceceave a Crowne of Glorie , which 
shall shine on your heads all eternity. 
St. Paul imployed no other reafon , for 
. - " to 



no tcjifc-yitea 
to perfuade the Colloflians to caft off 
the old man which carryes with him 
many infirmities, and to reveft them- 
selves with the new man, who hath for 
his portion the greaceft virtues, if yee- 
dotjiis, fayeshe, the celeftiali inheri- 
tance shall be the high prize and avail- 

- tageous reward of your paynes. jefus 
Chrift himfelf , after having declared 
unto his Difciples the many wayes 
which leades unto Heaven , found no- 
thing more efficacious for to incourage 

- them,the to fay unto them, my Friends, 
among the difficulties with which yee 
shall incounter in thefe feparated waves 
from the commun and publike way. 

•; Confide couragioufly on the affurances 
which I give yee, that they will condull 
yee unto infinite rewards. The greatdl 
Saints made ule of this confideration 

- for to practice the higheft virtues. Heare 
David , whofpeakesforall. Omy Sd-; 
verign Lord, I confefle that I had an 
exceedingly proud Heart,and very hard 
to yeeid unto thy favorable inipirations, 

but 



Or Utinhe ipell on if. lit 
but by the confideration of thy infinit 
recompences , I have humbled it and 
made ittoperfbrmeaUthypleafuresand 
commands. Deare Friend , tell me, art 
not thou able to do the famc> Think well 
•nit. 

BEcaufe the true recompance which 
God gives unto his goodiervants-is 
found in Heaven , it is neceflary to 
know what this Heaven is. St. John 
Apoc : 21. affirmes, that it is a great 
City , of which the walls are of preci- 
ous nones railed on a fundation of pure 
gold , with twelve gates mod magnifi- 
cent , which lerves out for s^hew , for 
they are never shutt, for the light which 
produceththerea continuall faire day, 
banisheth all darknes and night. 

St. Matthew faye%, it is a great King- 
dome. St. Luke addes , that it iseternS; 
St. Peter calls it divine; divine indeed^ 
fince that God is ther King , the Virgin 
Mother is ther Queene , the Angel* 
are the Courtiers, and all the Saints are 
there Inhabitatants. AKingdome where 



iit f erfetfl hie* 
all the difcoijjrfe is of Ioy»and content- 
mtnx, All-griefc-; vexation, g anger, arid 
difouiet being banished thence 5 briber is 
not to, be km any Plebeyan or meaii 
Perfpn, all there being moft Noble s 
wher all that is good is found in aboun^ 
dance without any want : the Divines 
teache , that it is an Effete compofed 
of all the good imaginable, and yet mo- 
xe then cau be imagined , and exempt 
fromall evils. Difpute no more of it , 
jfayes St. Paul, for I who have ben there 
cannot declare the things t have feei* 
ther , fo great and admirable they are. 
No truly , addes St- Auguftine , for 
though all the toriguesof men j yea p£ 
all tie.Angels shpuldbeimployedinit, 
they could not declare them. J will not 
©mknotwithftanding tofaya word or 
two, of this place , of the company* and 
pf the glorie of this beautifull Heaven* 
Whilft I shall fpeake, rhmkjhbuweUeji i^ ' 
*-ri He place wher Heaven is featsecl> « 
i, X very high-, infinity in itsextenfion^ 
«oft Fure,andmoft fertile and full of 



> Or ffihkf Mell on it. :«$ 
all goodnes : the Philofbphers and resfcr 
Con teach us i that the place ought toan> 
fwer,the qualitie of him that ther is lod-i 
ged, even fo we fee the Palaces of Pm* 
ces dofurpafte and excell in beautie and 
richefie, the Cottages of Peafantes and 
clownes/ 1 will leave thee to think what 
muft be the manfion and habitation of a 
God and of ail his Favor its, compared 
with all theHowfesof this world. One 
muft be Ignorant that the Firmament 4b> 
admirable in beauty , fo shining with 
itarsisbut the pavement of this divine 
Howie , for not to conclude evidently, 
that within there are other rarietye* 
farr beyond our imagination. O Lord, 
God of Power, fayes David, how char- 
ming is theplace of thy habitation y my 
Soul can not think on a more agreable 
and delectable thing , becaufe thinking 
on it , prefently it is ravished. Great 
King , thou haft greater" occaiion tQ do 
this , then the Queene of Saba had,coa^ 
£dering the wonders of the Palace of thy 
Sonn Salomon. J t is this. that cau&dSr. 

• ■ 
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Ignatius ct^ig amorous looks towards 
Heaven, and melting into teares to fay. 
O how miferable the earth feemes unto 
me when J behold the Heaven, that is 
the abode of mortals : this the habitati- 
on of the immortals , that the place of 
Banished men , this the natural country 
of Angels, that the prifon of Sinners, 
this the noble Palace of the juft and of 
the Children of God. Happy , a ithou* 
times happy thofe who dwell in this hbf 
ly ManUon , for in a moft accompli- 
shed felicitie, they shall prayfe God for 
ever and ever, deureft not thou to be in 
this holy howfe. Thinkpcll oh it, 

THe noble Company of the Saints 
will caufe an inexplicable ravish- 
ment. What happines , J befeech thee, 
to difcourfe familiarly and friendly with 
fo many Patriarkes, and Prophites, with 
fo many Apoftles and Difciples , with fo 
many Marty res and Confeflburs , with 
fo many moft pure. Virgins whofe rehV 
tjues are in this world fo much efteemed 
that often, times long 'pilgrimages are 
undertaken for only to kiffe the. What 



Or Think? tPeS m it. nt 
joy tofee continually, the Angels ? if fc 
be deemed a great favour to fee any one 
or them in a human forme , what Willi* 
beto fee themall hi their proper shape : 
what pleafure to be alwayes with the 
Mother ofGod, who is an hundredth 
,mes more beautiful! then the Monn 
and more radiant then the funn. O 
Aappynesineftimable ! O contentemenc 
beyond comparifon to enjoy the cojn- 
pamr fo noble , fo beautiful! , fo 
fcft fp complete ,fo vnited with a liga- 
ture PfLove , that every one e/lreiries 
WegooaandfelicityofaHas hisowne^ 
andalldeeroes the happynes ofeach one 
as their proper. Whois able to declare 
thef € hc^ e that he enjoyes who is in 
thecompany of moft amiable Jefus , to 
^ with him in the moft pleafanr and de>- 
"gmlome gardens of Paradife , to fit at 
ws^ble, aJwayes tofcilow him, to 
behold his divine Face, which rejoyl 
ceth the Angels, and is a part of the fe. 
licity^of the Saints. It is impdffible to 
wag uk the contentment which thefou! 

fl shall 



sha&havemfeelng its Creator , no mo* 
re inamyrror or looking glaue,butface 
to face , as heiis in the fplendor of his 
•Divinity : it is in this fight , that the foul 
will be inflamed with love : it is in this 
-love that it will be loft in God 5 it is in 
this loffe that it shall finde all honors^ 
wealth and pleafures, is it not true * 

7hink§ v>eh Ion ft. r 

THe glorie of Heaven more furpal- 
feth all that which hath ever ben 
good beautifull and agreable in this 
.world, and which shal be , then the oce- 
an exceeds a drop of water. St. Ber- 
nard fayes that this glorie is fo great , 
that it can not be meafured , fo long 
that it hath mo end , fo numerous that 
it can not be reckoned, fo precious and 
excellent that it can not be valued. St. 
Auguftin enhauncing the price of it al-^ 
lures; that it goes beyond all Beliefe, 
that it furpafleth the limits of Hope, 
that it can not be comprifedby Charity. 
1 wonder not at »fc fayes ones for if we 
can hanjly knfcw tfee great .bene&s 

— • " whim 



Or Thin\c well on Hi ixf 
which God in this lifebeftowes Indiffe- 
rently on his Friends and emmies, what 
shall be the Bleflings which he hath re- 
Terved hi Heaven £>r his Favoritsf If 
entringinto a Palace ihou feeft the fta^ 
bks gilded and azured,if thou percek 
veft the chambres of fcullions shining 
with precious ftones , . wilt thou not 
conceavefbme thing more magnificent, 
for the lodgings of the gentry and nobi- 
lity and for the Cabinet ot theKing t 
The Saints with thefe confiderations be^ 
came tranfported and ravished , St. Ig- 
natius at the fight of Heaven melted in- 
to teares. St. Francis at the pronoun- 
cing of the celeftiall Glorie licked his 
lipps asa lickorous Perfbn doth at t^C 
favor of fbme delicate and fweet meate. 
St. Bernard at the Ible name of Heaven 
rehear fed by Children, as he walked in 
the ftreets , entredin to a profound esc- 
tafie. The Saints ferioufly thinking on 
'this Beatitud, have with a scommunc 
voice fayed, that all the afflictions of 
this life have not any proportion with 
_ - - the 



the confolations , which thofe shall re- 
ceaye who have fuf&red them with pa- 
deuce for the love of their God. AllCre- 
ateurs even the Divels themfelves ac- 
knowledgeth this truth , for we read in 
the fpirituallMedow,thata Divel being 
demanded , what he would doe for to 
enjoy the glorie and felicity in Heaven, 
/was conflrained to anfwere, that if it 
Were in his pome, and had a Body, he 
Would willingly be pounded and brayed 
in a Morter, or burned in, a Furnace 
untillthe end of the world, for to enjoy 
.• ©illy one quarter of an Howri the Glo- 
rie of Heaven. Alas ! It will not coit us . 
to much , if we be but willing and. dili- 
gent , to be ther for ever. 

My deare Friend, if thoubelieveft all 
that I have fayed , and what. is that, 
which J have fayed in comparaifon of 
that is ther * wherfore art thou fo glued 
unto the earth, that thou doe A not raife 
thy thoughts towards this ravishing 
Heaven^ wherfbre doeft thou then be- " 
lowfearch and hunt after any eonibla- 



don feeing that :thou mayeft finde all 
pleafiires and felicities in Heaven? Why 
art thou lb diligent and felicitous to he- 
ape up riches , which thou muft leave 
fbnn or late, and takeft no care to ga- 
ther thofe treafures which will remain* 
with thee for all eternity ? Wherfore 
fayeft thou not from the bottome of thy 
Heart with St Auguftine ? 

O beautifull and glorious Manfioa 
of God . I love thy ornaments and the 
pleafiires with which thou art iepleiu> 
( shed : my Heart doth day and night figh 
afrer thee : my Soul is in a trance with 
the fble remembrance of thy felicitie. 
O habitation moft happy! O Kingdom 
me truly fbrtunat, exempted from Hun* 
ger , eloigned from all evils , wher the 
day is never followed with night, wher 
the feaforis are; never fubjeft unto any. 
alteration , wher reigneth unvariable ©• 
. ternity in its infinite happynes. Oat 
. mirableParadife, and never fufficiently 
defired being , wher the fairhfull Soul 
crowned with glorie , invironed with 



all fortes of contentement , lasiated with 
bleffings , finges among the Angells the 
canticles of joy : God grant that puri- 
fied of all my crimes which doe conta- 
minate my Soul, I may be lodged in the 
incaneft of thy appartements,?or there 
to enjoy a. fblidc peace , and a perfect ■ 
felicity ? for to converfe with the Saints , 
and to contemplate the divine Face or 
mymoft deare and amiable Jefus, for 
80 fmge ther with* the ceJetfiall Cour- 
tiers the Tweet conforts of the prayfesi of 
my good God ,and to fee forever the 
fovereigneand infinit light. OHeaveit! 
p Heave that I might have thee alwayei / 
-preient before my eyes , and engraved i ^ 
in niy Heart : that I might have the ho- * l; 
nor to be eternally one of thy inhabi- 
tants, 6 Heaven 1 

v ; Deare Friend fincct muft make an 
end , and take my leave of thee : I doe 
rejoyce exceedingly , that I leave thee 
in to goodarefidence : God of his in- 
finit mercy grant , that thou andl may 
■Hyefo well, that after this life we may 

" meete 



meete ther , for to be never feparedi 
let us often pray thou for me , and I 
for thee , that this may be; and it will 
be without doubt , if we duelv practice 
thefe four words. Thmkg weu on to. 

IESUS, MARIE, 
IOSEPH. 
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J. Gillemans L. C. C< 





